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\Sundry reaſons why every 
| Chriſtian ought to account one 
1 dayin thecourtes of God, 

better then a thouſand 
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 Pfeached in Cambridge , and | 
now publiſhed eſpecially for 
the genefite of thoſe that 
were the bearers. Pack ; 
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To the right worſhip. 

full Maifter FRENCH, Maior © 

of the Towne of Cambridge and 

»»}-* the reſt ofthe hearers ofthe Pa- 
riſh commonly called S*.Pe. = 
ters: Grace and all good © 


things. 


SIGHT YOR-.. 
di ſhipfull and Chrt- | 
R j [{:an friendes, ſo 1 
pl (0020 as God gaue 
2 [> meacalling to be- 
ESR come your teacher 
»|- +4 bethouzht mee which might bee "iN 
the fitteſt courſe and carriage ofmy © 
| MAdmiſtrie, bath for your of PF 0- 
fit an# mine owne diſcharge ; and 
after a little deliberation, eaſily ye- 
ſoluedof three "_ « I. fo call you 
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to4 Joue , and a cheerefull frequen- 


ting of the holy exerciſes of Religion 
7n the houſe of God; by wh:ch as by a 
preface 1 entered into my labours, 
and this from the example of Da- 
uid, P/a/, 84. 10. 2. totearh you 
bow to behaue your ſelues being pre- 


ſent before God. from the example 


_ of Cornelius, Af.10.33. 3. ts 


preach Chriſt unto. you 5 which by 
Gods mercy 1 hane alſo performed 
out of Peters Sermon following fro 
ver. 33.044. herin t haue large- 
Iy intreated of the moſt fundamental 
points of our Chriſtian Religion: in- 
deaucring in al{ theſe to approue my 
heart wnto the Lord , and my dejire 
of your profiting euen to your ſelues. 
Of the firſt of theſe I haze here gi- 
wen you a further view and account; 
#he other two depend one wpon the 
other, & containe a labour gf longer 
#4me;befrdes that theeye of our expe « 
reence hath ſeene what a ſurfet & lo- 

5 | thing 
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 * \Dedicatory. 
this eur age hath taken of 
| ſound praQtical diuinity :& there- 
fore onely thus much Thaue preſu- 


x , med for your ſakes to publiſh ; fo the 
purpoſe that each of your families : 


might haue a coppy for the h:iping 
of your memories; not intending any 
further view of clearer light. But if 
the Printers haue ouer-intreatea me 


it ) more common; then 1ſhall deſire 
of ſuch as for whome theſe thinges 
were wot principally prepared , the 


ſeeing it was plainly fitted and prea- 


intended to behold ſuch an open 
light. Wherein yet it may afford this 
v/e,that being 4 ſubiett inwhich 1 
haue obſerued none going before me 
by way of treatiſe;it may yeeld both 
occaſions and groundes to ſome more 


corne /o meeſſary and ſoprofitable 
"Az. fm 


forbearance of any carious cenſure, 


chea unto aplaine auditory , and not 


able inſtrument to inlaroe and 4- 


" tomakethebenefit ( asthey tearmed_ 
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Exptfas. 


Ruth, x 20 


| TheEpiltle 


enargunent, Which heartily Iwiſh; 
the rather, becanſe in theſe deſolate 
ates of ours , th:fe beauties of 


Gods houſe,ere hy ſo many m?n, 6&5 


ſo many mean:s obſcured, as that uit- 
bers giuen-ouer to Atheiſme and lz- 


berty , are bold mot onely to moue 
(which were too much ) but ſtrongly 
defend that our Saboth is erther not 
to be kept,or not ſo ſtraightly : that 
either our Sermons neede not tobee 
heard ov not ſo frequently: & that to 
walk according ts the light here ſhi- 


5 ning,at leaſt ſo accuratelye> ftrift- 


ty as the Apoſtle preſcribeth, is too 


much preciſenes : the which with 
ſundry other diſguiſed conceites of 


wayne menif they ſhall preuaile [> 


far as they threaten, ſurely our Be- 


thels zz ſborte time will berome Be- 
thavens; our hoſes of God, dens of 


theeues, aud the vorce of our Church 


will be 30 other tben that of Nao- 
mi, Call mee no more In. 
Or 
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face and natine beauty out of the 


ce os "es _ «i. 
OO Pre IE SPE MS 
C by Mot oof Na. Oe FF $7202 2h G 34. 4 
x EE BES 194th ed ee 2 Ft Rt Ewe IN IOMH WREee © 2 (nn > De EY SA Le DO nag 0 0 FL Wh 
4 Fw <V 01 F 2 4 : FO Ns SE 6 > Nha es «FE * IH F435 SIS” SER I LOSS FP Ex S + 4 3 > 
5 DOE SE SET EI og oro ca Og Og CEO A EE a eee te) as 4, LEO 99-3 L 
£3 : is PS ONE the: SJ Oe ER dt ne a I 8 OE fe Eg, MP SO oe PR Sgt * $2 1 EE OS ea, 4's > 2s, 95 BER 
6 WO < de 48Y; (ABS Ae SANE STS > n % $5 39, outro ne IS OR A *%* Nt FE; \ 5 .* £2 2 {ES AS SUR CLI 5< 20 
: þ x IS OS IS : : £ Þ —- Fr Lt 4 2 ; : 6. 
Z wel ” : , L 4 S. No » 
, r TOS.» page: 7: gl PIR 
. me Wee *%. 
#4... 4 
F|} vo  Þ + *), 
-* TX 
© A 
xp 
Ry 
O F 4+ 
| = 
w- 
> 
, ” k . . be 


ing the Lord hath bumbled mee, 
and the almighty hath broughe 
meevnto aduerſity, how glorious 4 
worke the would it be to ioyne in the 
preſerurng of the beauty of the kings 
domeof Jeſus Chriſt 2 and that aot 
by any artificiall paynting of the face 


» 


of this chaſte ſpouſe; for that is fitter 


fer the Romith Harlot ) but by 4 
plazne manifeſtation of hey owne 


word, which preferreth her beauty 


before that of the Roſe of the field, Cuu,2it 


end the Lilly of the vallies, ard af- 
firmeth that the Lilly among the 
thornesdsth not ſoſurpajſe 17 beau- 
zy as ſhe doth among the daugh-. 


xers . Sarely ſuch a glorious worke as 


this ſhal not want a glorious reward, 
But to returne to you F hearers theſe 


briefe notes berng properly yours, 
Jo you they are of vight airefted as a 


tefiymony of my lone and imward af 
 fedtion 


—_— - 


i 


Oy OL i 1 
Het 


EY 


(3. ha es. aa 0 o *. P - 
: * "A nectis. Oes 
T 


fd 0 Ge TheSpinte C1 
| EE:  feftion vnto you: the which ( z. the Pl, 

Lord had thought meet) 1 deſirouſly 

5; SO world haue ſtill tefificd by woice 4- | 

mong you, rather then by this my. \ \ 

writing:by which Trecommend theſe | 

Wk few leſſons to your Godly learning, 
H: and my ſelf unto your praters. 

IR0-Ke OO Yours in the Lord, 

Tromas TarLon, 
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Chriſtian \rcader ſeeing thar partly by 
the yvnacquaintance of the worke- 
man with my hand , and partly by 
the ouerſight of the CorreRor,ſome 
faults are cſcaped,] haue noted ſuch 
as chiefly alter the ſence,leauing the 
ether to thine owne humanity, and 
curtefie to corre, 
| Page 8 line 24,for ruthes read raines. p.I 5, 
put out ef the margent Vie 1:p.15.24,for ayrie 
r,Nraite.p,18,7,ſortheir,r.theſe,pgr 9,22, put 
outin.p, 21,7 ,ytt ont and,p.29, 23, for cati= 
les,r.coates p,37,1,fot fortified,r forfeyred, p; 
Go,T r, forcouering, t.cenenant,p,65 ,vlt, and 
66,1 5, for perfe@ion,in both places,r, protece 
_ tion,pa,7! ,22,for ther e,r.the, Pa,225,19,f0r 
truth,r,tents &þ.20,for countries,r. courteyns 
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For a tj in thy courts is better then a 


thouſand : I had rather bee: a doore 
keeper m the houſe of my God; then to 


4 HE Prophet Da- 
} £id being through 
\ the praQtiſe and ti- 


z rannie of his- ene- 


W all acceffe yntothe 


ELSE publick worſhip & 
ſeruice of God,amonegſ thereſt of the. 


people of God , he maketh a mournfull 
and preeuous' complaint of this his 


baniſhment,in the former part of this 
Pſalme,accounting his eftate in this re- 


pr pence erable thei ſome of the 
ruite creatures theroſeluies, which had 
liberty to build their neſts, and lay 


their young neere the altars"of the. 


O 


' Lord,which benefit now he was deprE Verſe.;. 
 himſelfe 
1s as then 


ued of: And recounting with hi 


enioyed thoſe liberties & priviledges, 


hee 


mies debarred firs 
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The mea» Firſt by the Courts of God , and | 
the houſe of GOD, is meant all one 


ning. 


hee pronounceth vpon therh one bleſ- 
ſedneſle it the neck of another; yea 
if with much inconuenience, through 


droteht and wet, which are fenified 


O O 


by the. valley of Adulberries , and the 
raine couering the pooles; yea with much 
toile and difhculty- they could enjoy 
ſuch an earthly happineſle, In the ſe- 
cond part of the Palme, hee lifteth vp 
8n carneft requeſt vnto the Lord, to 
turne his eare, ver{.8, and his eye vnto 
him,ver{9.that ſo he would be pleaſed 
to draw him out of this neceflitie: of 


which prayer this .,verſe containerh 


one \reaſon . In which conſider ewo 
things ; firſt the 22caning , ſecond the 
Aotrines. - 


thing : And although by the houſe of 
God is meant fome-=time the Church 
triumphant , John 14.2. 1n my fathers 
houſe are many manſions, that is, in. hea- 
uen where the Saints enioy the pre- 


ſence of GOD : and ſome-times the 


CE yp eG oy We o 5k 
thou mayeſt know how to behane thy ſelfe 
in the houſe of God , which i the _ 
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bf the lining God. Yet here is it takeh 
in neither of thoſe ſentes;; bur more 
ſpecially ſignifieth ſuch'# part of the 
Church militant , as where Gods peo- 
ple have obtained hberry and free» 
dome to worthip God purely ; ioy+ 


_ hing together in the' confeſſion of 


theit finhes, and of their faith, ih hea- 


ring the worde , recejuing the Sacra> 
ments, publicke prayers,8&c. Thus $4- 
Lomon ealleth the Temple 'the- houſe . 


of G O D- almoſt twentie times, in 
1.Kings 8. 9847 EMT LY 
Thus Dard here calleth the tabers 
nacle, firftthe ( ourrs of God, alluding 
to the ſtarely courts of Kings,in which 
were ſundry coutts, and among them 
one for the people to afſemble into, 
ſeperate from the SanQuatic : and ſe- 
condly the houſe of God, — © 
Firft- becauſe herein the Lord had 
promiſed to dwell amotg his people, 
etien as 'a man dwells' in his houſe 
continually. For which cauſe the Arke, 
(a ligne of | | 
Sarictuatie , which the Lord calleth 
by his'oWwne riame ; /oſh#d 4, verſc13. 


Fortic theul and ng agg th 


ro 


"his preſence )was ſet inthe 


E Lord 


4% 


Exo0,29,45 


het Rp FP 
pts 


ts. ent. 
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to battle againſ} ericho, that is before 

_ the Arke of the Lord. 2. becauſe hee 

eſpecially reueciled himſclfe here, and 

gaue ſpeciall teſtimony of his preſence 

ynto ſuch as purely ſought him,inyex- 

cerciſes of his worſhip. For where can a 

man becither ſooneror ſurclier found 

then at his owne houſe ? hence. was the 

place of Gods worſhip called the face 

Pal. 27.8. f Ged, which wee are commanded to 

ſeeke, from which ( aine was cat ont, 

Not that iv ſuch places were any falſe 

vizorsor formes whereby God might 

bec remembred : but becauſe his pure 

worſhip , prxſcribed by himſelfe , and 

accordingly by his children performed, 

is that ordinance, in which his face is 
ſeene glorious,and not out of it, 

In this Corrt of God, in this howſe of 
God, Dazid wiſhed hee might alwayes 
diwell, and that neither 1, vnaduiſedly, 
as Peter in Chriſts tranſfiguration, 
Luk. 9.3 3. {aiſeer it is 7 Ang being here « let vs 

make three tabernacles : but hee wift not 

what he ſaid, Neither 2. formally or for 
faſhion,but moſt affeRionately: yea ſo 
ardently that the very yehemencic of 
his defue,confliting with deniall of it, 
brought 


Gen 4.14 


ec 


_ — —_—— OO er Ir yr ers er er 


Le F. 
brought leanneſle into his fleſh, dry- 
neſſe into his bones, and conſumption 


into hispartsz for ſo much the word” 
12 in the a AN Ha 4 »"that 


he was euen waſted with ehghing & 
groning out theſe moſt' inward defires 
of his ſoule: nor yer 3,doth he propoiid 
his wiſh in ſimple forme of ſpeach, for 


that would not ſerue him'ro expreſle_ 


more then ordinary affe&i6;bur as one 


moſt ſuperlatiuely affeRing /aboue al 


other things this one ; he inftitureth a 
double compariſon , The former is 
drawne from the conſideration of the 
time, One day ſpent in'theſe Courts of 
GOD, is betrer then a thouſand elſc- 


where : as though he had faid. Ic were 


no great difhculty for me being a King 
and the head of all //-ael}, topaſſe the 
whole terme of my life inthe Pallaces 
of the mighty, and in aboundance of 
earthly 57 Ab If I could (with the 
molt of the world ) account theſe the 
matters of higheſt honor, and trueſt 
happineſſe.But might I obraine one day, 


that is,never ſo little a time of the daies 


of my pil-rimage within thy Courts & 
tabernacle ; where with the reſt of thy 
Sos - 7 people 
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more honorable & happy,then ro ſpend 


_ thouſands, of dayes-in the company of 


the prophane ,although neuer ſo great. 


The Jatter:compariſon. is drawne from 


confideration of the eſtate & condition 


.ofmen : of whom ſome arc in eminent 


ve and dignity , ſorve-in-meaner and 
baſer degree.  Dauid although he had 
good experience of both : yet with all 

is ſoule, hee would make exchange of 
all his greatnefle & glory, with a mcane 
and contemptible-oucward eftats;ſo be 


hec might enioy Godin his ordinance 


with it. And-therefore although he was 
2 king, yet all that greatneſſe did not ſo 
take vp his hearr,ncither lift it vp ; but 
that be could be contered,nay defirous 
to be 4 doore-keeper in the houſe of God, 
rather then ta-dwell in the tabernacles of 
wickedneſſezteloluing that he would ra- 
ther hold the meanett raome in the ta- 
bernacle;thcn without jt to poſleſſe the 
higheſt place of the-carth; for where 
Gods tabernacle is not,there can be no- 
thing but tabernacles of wickednefle. Ir 
may be true herewhich ſome lerned ob- 
{crue,that Dad in mention of a doore- 


keeper 


y name;-I would account my ſelfe 
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8 Ts; 
' keeperin Gods houſe, had reſpe&vntothe :-- 
: = Choritsto whoſe cuſtody thisplalm was - | 
comitred for theirincouragemer againſt | 
che contempt of lewd men;buc whether: 2421 
» hehador no,theiroffice being tokeepe 
the doores of the tabernacle, the truth x,Che.g.19 |, 
is, he yp had preferred the very ſparrows & cap.26.t | 
and ſwallows aboue himſelfe,in this re= | 
. gard that they might reſort tothe taber=- | 
nacle,& make their neſts therezdid much 
more account theChorites far more haps - 
pie then hjmſelfe, becayſe they by their 
office were tied to be cuer;day & night 
in their courſes aboutthe tabernacle : 
v priuiledge himſelfe inthis his flight 
(whether before Sau/or Abſolon)could 
not enioy. Thus the Prophet enforceth 
his requeſt and petixion ynto God: that - — 
CGE, 91 he would pleaſe to vouchſafe 
him a comfortable returnevnto the holy 
exerciſes of religion, that he might per 
by take in the publick duties thereof with 
7 his people : becauſe hee accounteth this wo 
bleſſing the greateſt happines vp6 carth, 7 
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F yeanext to heauen it ſelfe, although-1., 
'o neuer ſo bittle a while. 2.in neuen ſo means = 

# condition , $0 much of the meaning : .- 
the inſtruftions follow.  It-is- a note Dofir.t, _ 
-of 4 good haart , to account the wante 
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mentable 
of al wants. 
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E The want of the word and miniſtery, the greateſt 
pf the word zpgye and heuieſt burthen.of al other. Da- 


uid for ſuch affeRions was called a man 


after Gods awyehart : ſo catneſt and fo. 
frequer they were with him:in Pſal.27, 
2 was in many wants \,-was driuen. 
rom houſe and home, yea deſtitute of _ 
all earthly comforts: yethe felt none of 


the in comparriſon , neither wiſhed the 


ſupply of any of them:Bur one thing he 


wanted, which he deſired of the Lord, e- 


7] Lamen.1.4, 


uen that hee-might dwell in the hoxſe of 


the Lord all the daies of his life,to behold 
the beanty of the Lord & to viſit his tems- 


ple. And this was nat fo peculiar vnto 


this man of God ; but that it is c6mon 
alfo with other $ Saints of God. /eremy 
bewailing $ eſtate of the Iewes in cap- 
tivity , beginneth his lamencatis there 


ning. The waies of Sion lament becauſe 
70 man commeth to the folemne feaſtes, 
all ber gates are deſolate, herprieſts ſigh: 
Infinite were the ruths which were vp- 
pon the citty beſides,in althat eighteen 


monthes' while the fiege continued , as 
plague ; famine-, in which the pirrifull 
women were glad to ſeeth and eat their 


where was greateſt matter of mour- 
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fruite, and children of a ſpa# 


wherin thoſe that were arraze 


more lamentable was thar blood-ſhed: 
when Jeruſalem was taken ,the Kinges 


ſonſlaine before his face; yeathe King... ; 
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let were glad to imbrace the dung: much Spc vey 


himeſelfe raken |, his cies/-put out ,bist;.r;,. 


feer pur in fetters,and him-ſelfe carried 
to Babel. Infinite and vnſpeakable was 
the loſle both of the Cittie:& Temple; 
when borh of them were burnt downe, 


almoſt ro the ground: and yet the Pro- 


phet conceiuing of theſe as farre leſſer 


euils,mentioneth none of chem, yntill 
he hath groned out moſt pittifulFcqm= 
"hen that the worſhip: "COD 
was ceaſed among his people, and that 


which was a place of Gods preſence,& 
delight; was now become aden of hea» 


theniſh Idolatry, The like wee ſee in Dan.g.t. 


Damel,who when by reading in books 
he vaderſtood that the rerme of this 
captiuiry was accompliſhed : he turned 
his face vnto the Lord , and ſought by 
prayer,and ſupplication with faſting,8 
fack-cloth and-aſhes ; that the Lord 
would turne away his anger;and wrath 
Teruſalem,and in that 

long 


a. i. tha ton A 
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long prayer hee intreateth-nor ,. that 
he with his people might bee returned 
| Into their former poſſeſſions andinioy; 
cheir 10 tinr ingr Tar x4 a 
and commodities: but the greateſt loſſe * f. 


of all ſcemed to eat vp all the remem- : 
| brance of theſe , cuen the fayling of | 
Gods publike worthip amongſt them; F 
this was wholy in his cie,and this took , 
yp all his requeſts. He prayeth indeed * 
| for the Cirtie /eruſalem: Bur becauſe it 
jf | | was Gods holy mountaine Verl, 16. and | 
i i becauſe it was the Cittje where-ypon 
| i | | his name was called. Verſ, 18.19. yea ; 
th}; herein he could neither contain,nor yet _ 
| Wl! fearceexpreſſehis feruency , but with | 
on! trong cryes intreatedthe Lord, for the | 
Lords ſake,that is, for his Chriſt ſake,he | 
| | | would cauſe bis face to ſhine wppon his 
Jt ſanfuary which then lay waſte:and this 
'F . may be obſerued not onely in the Pro. 
| {il phets of the Lord,bur alſo in the Lords 
Lf people , who, how-ſocuer before their | 
I _ captiuities it was hard to fay whether 4 
y'1 they more deſpiſed Gods holy ordinan- 
iy. | ces , or imbraced their outward-pro» *#? 
| \ firs;yertintheir afflitions & wandrings |: 
[': in ſtrange cquntrics , the Lord __ : 
| them 
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, them this wiſdom:thar they looked not 


q 


ſo much to their land and country as toPl. 137, 
the Temple,to /eruſalem,to Siem, + 5:9: 
. Now who can deny that thoſeare 


good hearts which aro thus diſpoſed, 'V'y by 


or I, they are ſuch as highly prize, andy he 
worthyly eſteem theſe ordinances of nec. 


| God, as the holy meanes to beget and 


confirm faith in the ſoules of beleeuers, 
yea the meanes whereby ordinarily the 
fellowſhip of the Saints with God, and 
their mutuall Communion one with an 
other is heere begun inthe Kingdome 
of grace, and ſhall be perfe&ted inthe 
Kingdome of glory, 2. they are ſuch 
as ſee the neceſſity of Gods ordinances 
in the Miniftry;inthe want of ks 9 le 
muſt needs periſh;zas ſuch as wanr oth þ 
rule and guide to dire& & lead them 
vnto true felicity. 3, They are ſuch as 
have taGed(in ſom meaſure)how ſweer 
F Lordis in theſe ordinices;or els could 
they neuer thirſt after the liuing God: 
they haue met with God in $0» who 
hath enlightened their minds,perſwaded 
their harts; c6forted their conſciences; 
furniſhed the with coat-armor of proof, 
againſt ſatans ſubtilties and batteries, 
| fortified 
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12 
fortified them againſt » their .owne 
weakneſſes , —_— them with pre- 
ſeruariues againf{ the poiſon of euill 
example, which as a corrupt ayer infec- 
teth not a few:beurified them with the 
graces of faith, hope, loue,humilitie, pa- | 
tience, ſobriety and thereft,clothed the 
with the righteouſnes of Chriſt whom . 


| their faith hath claſped and wil not 'F 
tet go ,in compariſon of whom al gain 
is lofſe, and al abundance meer neceſſi- "x 


and bepgery. 
l This do Roe eek to reproue a nii= 
luers ofthe Þer 1of men who account of the word 
wordre. and the miniſtry of it ſo meanly , as the 
proucd, things which they can be beſt withour: 
and therfore where God in mercy hath 
vouchſafed them,many efteem of them 
as a ſixt fingar,aſuperfluity,a burden:& 
ſpeake of ew as the- ynthankful 1-25 
elites of Mannah: we ſee nothing but this 
Hannah: there is too much preachivg, 
and what ſhould ſo much of it do? And 
againe where Godin judgement hath 
denied this bleffing of a faithful Mini- , be 
ſtery vnro a people,ir is neuer aſked at- ”, 
69? A in many ignorant townes ahd 
pariſhes , ſcarce ſhal we heare of a _ 
tat 
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that ſtirres vp himſelfe to ſeeke after 

God. In the want of neuer ſo baſe an 
outward commodity , men can come 
plaine, yea and lay der counſels. and 
purſes together, to get their want ſup- 
plied 1n ſeaſon, Hence is it that men are 
much in ſuch-complaints, Oh we want 
ſuch a commodirie in our country,ſuch 
a benefit in our pariſh, ſuch a neceflary 
inour houſes,and will be ajligent with 
much money to redeeme it ! but neuer 
a word of the want of inſtruction , of 
the waat of a painfull teacher, of the 
want of the knowledge of God, of the 
want of the practiſe of piety either in 
_ thepariſh, or in the familie. Which ar- 
guerh the fleſhlinefle of mens hearts, 
which in their defires can foare no 
higher then earth and things below. A 
pitifull thing it is that in the dayes of 


ſuch grace, a man may ride ſo. many 


miles together ,, and bchold ſo many 
people as ſheepe diſperſed. without 
faithfull ſhepheards,to bring them into 
the folde of Chrifi;or as {o many good» 
ly ficlds ready and white vnto the hat 
ucſt,and yet ſcarce any Jabourer to inn 
them , and bring them into the barne 
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4. | 
of Chriſt: of whom amirhay ſay,torlie 
ſorrow of his ſoule,as Chriſt of [eraſa- 
tem, che things of their peace are hil 
from their cies:& further many who ate 
not without all knowledge not the 
m:eans;but take themiſelues to have ber- 
ter part in Chriſt then the former , may 
here finde the vnſoundnefle of their 
ſoules : for many reputed chriſtians be- > \_ 
cauſe they are not only within the vii 
ble church,bur pertak alſo in al the out= * 
ward exerciſes of religis,hear the word 
readzpreached ; receiue the facramenrs, 
 contet themſelves in theſe works done, 
without any great inward affeCtion to 
any of them : men they are of great in- 
differencygit they be vnder the miniſte- 
ry,they M4 good reafon to ſubmit their 

_ outward man vnto it,& to giue it now 
and then ſome good words, atd vpori 
occafion a meals meart:if it were abſent : 
they could 'alfo yppon ſhort warning 
frame theraſelues to indifferency,8 cars 
ry the matter without much impatigces |} 

w if euer they had intertained in ſuch 

affe&ion as they that haue taſted the 
fxeernes of God init;they would wiſh 
to want the aire ro breath in as ſoon 

; as 
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9. : | 
-astheſe ſweet meanes no lefſe necefſa- We 
ry to a comfortable chriſtian life then : 
the aire toa natural,” © ” 
To tuch men therfore I ſay,that lette Yſe. 1. [ 
them tnake what profeſſion they wil;let 
them reieice in the peace and liberty of 
* thechurch:ifinthe church-+ inioying 
' thewordandexerciſesof religion thou 
os thing inthe world aboue- 
; them in thy affection; yeaif anything 
"beſo feet vnto thy tafte as theſe bee; 
thou-now by vnder-yaluing theſe vn- 
valuable priuiledges of Gods people hd 
: declareſt thy ſelfe ( for all thy pro- 
' feſſton) ro _ better then cockle 
in the field , or chaffe on the floore 
of Chriſt. And: againe+ if in the want 
” of theſe holy ordinances of GOD; Pen. 
” thou efteemeſt not ( with:Dazid ) | 
that-the greateſt want is yppon thee 
* that can befallthee ; thou art but an 
|  vnſound member ; yea rotten at the 
coare of thy heart; 1 (7 
This doctrine teacheth further y it is a Pe. 2 
tuſt cauſe of mourning when the- word'r {onemhe 
& Miniſtery either decay amongſt any: wane ofthe 
people or are interrupted, for this word 
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. . . anyFaichfull miniftrie interrupted, wee 


. bringeth the greateſt want. chat any 
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people can be expoſed vnto: the diflol- 
uing of the miniftrie is the peoples de- 
cay, Prou,29 18. Where viſion faileth, 
peopleperiſh; Hoſee.q.6, My people are 


| aeftr oy e a for want of knowledge 6 Can 


there be any greater lofle then the loſſe 
of a mans ſoule ? or can there bee a 
vreater want then fora man to be ſtar- 
ued to death? or if this Toffe;this want, 
be brought vpon any man, can any re- 
compence bee made ynto ſuch a pw 
anſwerable vnto cither ?. what a griefe 
then ſhouldit bee to a godly heartto 
ſce whole townes lye vnder that curſe 
of God, Amos 8, 11. enen vnder a fa- 
mine;not of bread and water,but cf hea- 
ring the word of the Lord? far although 
religion .and exerciſes of it bee ſafe ir 
the places where wee dwell, yet if the 
abſence of it elſe-where greeue vs not, 
we lay not to heart the diftrefles of 
Gods people as we ought, our bowels 
are t00_ayery, wee are too priuvatly 
minded, and further if. we heare or ſee- 


muſt lament that the freepaſſageof the 


- Goſpell is hindered : that that meanes 


wheres 


4 - 4 e ly 
REN OLE ts CO I eo A EISS nd, on Nt” 5 Txter 7” 
4 Fe EA TO VES Wa, PG th TL& 4 FF. nd 65h - SY. A OO > re, > Ep. 
\ bees.” bg Nd 3p, NS ES We y=- ro, A Se F Eons . by 
Fs * TY ON Tr BCT IS 0 Fs 
4 


t 


wherein the Lord conueyerh all his 


poodnefſe into faithfull ſoules is raken 


away , and to adoore opened to altini- 
quitie”: yea a flood-gate vnrto all im- 
oe any mans outward eftate were 

roken; biswealth by force and vio- 
lence ſmarched our of his hands, here 
would befence and forrow(more then 
inough? fot the loſſe : ſhall rhen thy 
inward fate be crackt ? rhe liberties of 
the miniſteric,and of the afſemblies be 
infringed? the ſanctuatie of God de- 
folate ? the' exerciſe of pure religion 
together with Gods worſhip be hin» 
dred or aboliſhed, and all this cauſe no 
forrow, norſert any griefe to thy heart? 
Is this ſuch a difpoſiti6 as becommeth 
bim who'profefſerh himſelfe to be the 
Lords ? no ſurely # for ſuch ( as Leg; 
haue cauſe) fill rheir mouthes with 


complaints of the deſolitions of Sion. Pf:l99. 2. 
A iuſt caiife of forrow was it to Darrd, 10 & 74+ 


_ when he ſaw the enemie lift vp axes and 
hammers to breake downe the carued 
wo: ke of the Sanftnarie, As iuſt a cauſe 


when ſuch a man as /ofeph ſhall be evill 
intreated, who hath beene a meanes to. 
relecue # whole rowne in the time of 
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famine. If at any time by their or ſuch 
other meanes $72 ſhall fit in the duſt ; 
the childen of the Church muſt ſheiv 
their compaſſion in their mothers mi- 
ſerie , weeping when ſhee weepeth, 
_ and no more bee able to reioyce in her 
ſorrow, then the Tewes could compoſe 
themſelyes to ling Hebrew ſongs in 
Babilon,when they remembred Sion. 
El agoodold man{ notwithſtand- 
ing his weaknefle towards his ſonnes) 
when the Arke was carried to the bat- 
taile againſt the Philitines, it is ſaid 

his heart feared for the eArke of God, 

( x. Sam. 4. 13. ) and when tidings 
came that the battaile went againl? //- 
raell, that Hophni & Phineas his ſonnes 
were {laine and the Arke taken : it is 
ſayd when he heardof the Arke he fell 
from his ſcate and brake his neck + ir 

_ was not the ſorrow for his ſonnes, bur 
\ for the Arke that brake his heart ; th; 

_ it failed him, Hee had likewiſe a goot 
daughter in law. Phineas his wife, who 
when ſhe heard of all theſe tidimgs,the | 
\ b | , F. ! 
eext noterh alſo of her, that it-was not , 
the death of her father, her brothermor *; 
her owne lushand all at once, ſa wen, | 
to hcr heart; buethis was ic which her 
ET. minde 
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ininde and tongue ranne\\ 


made her refuſe all comf6r fboctuſe 
the Arke of God was'takerr,”ahd the 


glory was departed fr6 1/7ael. Verſ.2.1. 


The like is worthy y noting 1 n that 
faithfull Caprtaine YV7iah)who when he 
' Dani 


to goc home and cate and+drinkeand 


company with his wife; Hee vtterly re= 


fuſed, becauſe the'Arke, and 1/74e1[2nd 
Iellah werein tents; and his Lord Toab 
and his ſeruanrs 1ri the open fields: and 


therefore hee could take no delight 1 in 
afy thing at home, becauſe it was not 


well with the Arke and Iſraell abroad. 
2.Sam.11.12;Euen fo ſhoul@ wee ne- 


uer thioke our ſelues well when itis 


not well with the' Chiirch},'nor when 
the Goſpell. runneth nor” with free 
paſſage : which confideration-ſhould 
abare much of our preſent carnall re= 
toyfing 1 in;as it-di&in worthy Vriah. 
Daniel was well. enough, highly in 
fabur with the King had Iiborie 


of conſcience cuen in theb Idolatrous 
kingdome: ;1xo) worſhip! t the G O D 


of 1ſrael purely', he'was irino boridage 


nor 'affliction 2. bur 'yer fo long as 


GODS le were in calamitie 
OY C 2 Gods' 
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Gods temple in deſolation, Gods wors | 


ſhip in concempt,he could nor bur ſors 


row;faſt and pray in their behalfe . The - 
recorded of that faithfull- 


like wee read 
captaine Nubemiahghe was a great man 
inthe Court. of. King Artaxerxes , itt 
an office very.honorable and neere the 
Kings perſon, for he was his Cup-bea- 
xer; yet when enquiring of his people, 
he tound they.-were in great miſery and 
reproche,and hat the wall of /eruſalems 
was broken downe,and the gates of it 
burned withfircyhis zeale ſtirred vp ex- 
ceeding ſorrow,euen ſuch as hee could 
not hide , but that the King ( before 
whom no mournefull ſpeRacle might 


oy 


come. ).did read the deepe ſorrow of 


his heart in his countenance : his owne 
aduancement-.and honour could nor 


comfort him. ſo long as hee ſaw God. 


diſhonorcd abroad,rhe Citie dedicated 
to his name, now defaced by Heathen 
Princes : that religion which by hims 
ſclfe was preſcribed to'ſerue him by, 
now decayed, and that people which 
was his owne peculiar,now. to become 


_ 
* 


wherein yiee read our owne | 
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27 
that our ſclues enicing the ;pretious - 


| libertie of our afſemblies;weoughtto 


pitty the diſtrefſe of our countrymen, 
who fit fill in the ſhadow of death; & . 


by our prayers and beſt:meanes;to re» 


leeue them, groning out the' defires of 

our hearts, and that all 7F-aefl; euen in 

our owne country,mightbe ſaued, 
Thirdly, if the want oftheword,and , ye. 


_ exerciſes of it, be the greateſt want of 


all other : then ſuch as haueiit muſt be 
wiſc hearted to make preciousaccount 


of it 2 and: while they enioyit, ſtore Make much 


them-ſelves with ſuch neceſſaries as *f *hemi- 


ſhall after-wards beſtced them. Men 2'$is &t- 
P led, 
are not ſo carelefſe'as to forget or 


| 19 
, OY 
| 
L 


[ 


1 
| 
| 


fore-ſlack their markets vpon the mar- [; 
ket day: neither neede many fpurres | 
to reſerue ſome-thing ( as wee ſay a+ 
gainſt arainie day. 
| Why then doe not ſuch as profeſſe 
chemſclues 'the children -of wifdome, 
fore-caſt and prouidently fore-ſce their Fi 
future neceſſities? eſpecially ſeeing this 
ouer-figh: will coſt them ſo many 
teares,, ſo much ſorrow as their ſpirits 
ſhall ſcarce bee able to ſuſtaine them. | 
How is it that we haue not the wiſdom | 
we © of 
| | ND” 


2% 
of menjnvs *:ro ſay within our ſelues, 
a rainie day may be vpon ys or euer we 
be aware: itmay be the ſorrows of ou 
mother the Church are not farre of: 
perhaps a famine of the word; a want 
'of the-.minifteric ; a black darknefſe ' 
like that ofe/E£g79pr is neerer vs then we 
thinke off , For'we hate ſeene as bright 
gleames as outs ouer-caſt: yea as cleare 
ſunnes of the Church ſet" and fallen in 
che firmament, as that in the light of 
which wee now walke : witnefſe the 
Churches of Rome, Corinth, Galatia, 
Epheſs,'Philipps, the ſeauen Churches 
in lefſer-4//a,all which were farre afore 
vs in the Goſpell : but now vnder the 
Turke and Pope are ſunke to hell,in the 
profeſhon of Mahbometiſme and Anti- 
ehriſtianifme : yea of golden Candle- 
ſtickes which once held out the glori- 
ous Goſpell and 'word of ' truth , are 
become the-yery cells and dennes of 
diuells, Or if the Lord for his owne 
name and truths ſake, forbeare the re- 
moouing of our Candle-ſticke, yet the 
ſorrowes of mine owne ſoule ma 
q! come vpon mec, as the trauell of a wo- 
1 man : the Lord may let looſe, and ct 

fy my 


- Withall before. 1 aſſure thee that which 


M0. F 
my fines in order before wee to the 
breaking of my heart ; and. yexe mee 
with fearefull viſions : or elſe fickneſſe 


| thay aſſaile mee, and bring mee downe 


to the gates of death ; my owne deaths 
day, and conſequently my iudgement 
day is at doore, and cannot bee farre 


off, Let now cuery Chriſtian well be. 


thinke himſelfe , whether: in'any, of 
theſe ſraites hee ſhall nor need oyle 
in his lampe : whether hee ſhall have 
no vſe of faith , of direQion, off come 


fort, of patience , of ſence of Gods 


loue, of aſſurance of pardon'of his 


finne, of ſtrength againſt ſuch ag re 
ckle 


tions, as hee (perbaps)) neuer'bu 


thy owne experience ſhall at that time 
become thy miftrefſe in : that when- 
ſocuer the Lord ſhall begirt thee, and 
lead thee into any of cheſe conditions; 
if the word bee not thy comfort, thou 
art ſure to periſh in thy trouble; and 


=- 
. 


that all thy life had beene time little 
enough, to haue furniſhed thy ſelfe 
againſt that day, yea if thou hadſt be« 
gun to bee heauenly couctous , when 
thou beganſt firſt to breath,” | 
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Wouldeft thou then be armed againf} 
finne , pr iing , herefie,, popery 
in thy life time. ; and. cloſe vp thir.e 
eyes in that holy religion. of GON 
which thou. haſt learned, and becne 
breughr yp.jn ; yea if times and reli 
g10N ould alter? Wouldeſt thou not 
1n the day of thy ſorrow be. found vn-+ 
furniſhed , and nakedly layde open to 
2 cerrors of conſcience , accuſations 
of: fiane, and temptations of Sathan ? 
Wouldeſt thou not bee wen vp to 


impatience, to a ſence of Gods wrath, 


to ſhutre vp thy dayes in an horrible 
| he of an hell in thy ſoule 


>: TU 2 Ohthen.now while God 


* 


offereth his. grace inthe; miniſterie. of 
the word , acknowledge the accepta- 
ble time and day of faluation « laye 


holde ypon wiſdome while ſhee cal> 
lech-;' giue her anſwer- while ſhee 
et knocketh ; open che doore of thy 
heart, to-giue the beſt enterteinment. 
thou canſt to this deare Daughter 
of GOD : Store thy ſoule with 
knowledge ; but eſpecially with faith 
and good conſcience, 
Make roome a. the, houſe of thy 


heart, 


0 - 

hart by remouing all the craſh in ir, 
fuch as is infidelity , impenicency, 
eatthlyneſſe,volyptuouſnes. and what. 
focuer fauoureth of the fleſh * then lay 
vp init prouifion for thy necefſity;thar 
ir may become alittle granary, ortrea- 
fury to which thou maiſt alwaies re- 
ſort , when cither rhe publike meanes 
may fajle thee,or thou maiſt bee debar- 
red from them. Be dilligent in gathe- 
_ ringthisMannah while the fixe dayes 


ht , before that day come wherein 


though thou ſeekeſt it , yet ſhalt nor 
finde ir, In theſe ſeauen yeares of plen- 
- hw vp{ like aprouident /oſeph) for 
en\ 


ſelfe corne for the ſeauen' yeares of 
famine : wherein ſeauenleane kine ſhal _ 


eat vp the ſeauen farte kine,and bee ne- 
uer the fatrer, Paſſe not thy Summer 
ſinging with the fooliſh Graſhopper, 


but with the Emmet prepare thy Win-, 
ters ſtore, When eAgabu propheſied Fro 30, 


of a famine, A, 11, 28. the bretheren 
were carefull co prouide againſt ir: fo 
thou now hearing that atime of dearth 


will come, in which thou ſhalt ſtand in. 


need of great ſtore of grace; get thee a 
| ocke before hand to ſpend vpon;leaſt 
n | __ when 


——_————_—_ | 
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thou haſt 
the word, 


The folly 
of (uch as 
flip their 


| .- oportunity 


herein, 
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it when wee hauc ne 
our ſelues of it. 


26 


Storethy when thetime ouvertaketh-thee ynpro< 
ſelfewhile 


uided, thou begin to late to houle and 
fay : Othe, time was when Thad the 
Word, the Sacraments , the Miniſtry, 
whereby | might haue not meanely in- 
riched myſelte, and haue bene able ts 
haue bene helpful to others, rather then 
my ſelfe to be vytterly deſtitute of pro- - 
uifion in ſuch times as this is:and this is 
my griefe , I had warning that theſe. 
daies of-ſtraightneſle would come vp« 
pon me, Alas that euer I ſhould ſo haue 
loſt my time-, that euer I ſhould haue 
refuſed wholeſome counſell 2'oh thar I 
might.once more inioy. the meanes a< 
gaine! Oh for one day in the courts of 
Gods houſe ! I would neuer negleR fo. 
great daluation,! +114 1151 ot 203 Go 05 3 
And herein. the folly of our nature 
bewrayeth it ſelfe that we axe wiſer in 
the want , then in the fruition of good 


things ; and that we cannot ſo rightly 


prize a preſent benefice”, as fighe after 
gligently depriued, 


(aine. cared not for the worſhip. of 


God all the while he was in his fathers 
familic , till hee was caft out of it; and. 


then 


», Aoyſes. could: vie to fpecd them for= 
ward vnto Canaay;they would not go, 
but back again inro Forpt in al the haſt: 
the text ſaith they refuſed $ land, v. - $4 

Ut 


4 
OO lr PE F 


CEO: Is iS 


#1: "oF 
then too late he cryed out, thathe was 
caſt out fromthe face of God: Eſax 
contemaed his birth-right and bleſſing 
till it was beſtowed , and then coul 

feeke it with teares when it was too 


late; Sawl forceth not of Sammels pray- 


ers for him till the Lord was departed 
and had caſt him off. The Prodigal ſon 
careth nor for the dainties of his fathers 


houſe, till he was driuen to feed among; 


Swine; and then he can defire'to bee a- 
mong his fathers herd-men, The pro- 


hane of the world take daies with the. 


Lord:If they can be art leyſure to heare 
him another time with Feſtus, ſoit is, 
but for the preſent they cannot intend 


it, _— Profeſſors wil nor foule their 
e 


dainty feete now for the word; who 


doubr not would afterward ſeeke the 
bleſſing(if God ſhould once deny it)8 


y with tears:the caſe being y ſame with 
vs as ſomtimes it was with /ſrae/ when Number. . 
they had with GODS Commande- 144% 


ment all the incouragements which 


—_—— 


6 LOT ABT 


_ they rolewy early in the morning, & were 


28 
But when once ſentence was paſt, that 
they ſhould neuer ſee y good land. 7 hz 


ready togo to the place which the Lord 
had promiſed : now was there no ſtay 


with the:neitherF Lords revealed wil, 
nor Moyſes perlwaſion could ſo pale 


them in or preuaile with them, but that 
they preſumed obſtinatly to go for- 
ward. The ſame people before 2 cap= 
tiuity,had the Temple,the Arke,the Sa. 
crifices , the Oracles , they cared nor 
greatly for them ; it ſcemes the times 
were much like ours wherein to call 
men to the houſe of God, to ſpeake of 
Paſtors, preaching,Scriptures and holy 
exerciſes is to glut and ſurfer men, and 


ſodriue them from the loue of all : but 


the time commeth on,that the Lord re. 
quireth this contempt W they dear- 


| ly buy, hee caſteth chem among Idola- 


Pal 37.1. ters,and Scoffers,by which humiliation 


he bringeth backe things paſt to their 

remembrance. By the riuers of Babel we 
ſat and wept im remembrance of Sion. 
What Sor ? their cheekes were dry 

ynough before: but now in Babellthey 

can weepe , now away with muſicke, 
now 
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| E! 
* nowcan the harpes hang vppon theif 
| willow trees without a finger to touch 
chemzneicher their ſweet melody of in- 
ſtruments,nor their pleaſant walks, nor 
their chriſtall rivers can affet them 
withioy , ſecing they were now bani- 
ſhed and excommunicate from the 
ublike exerciſes of religion beforerhe » 
=_ at Sion: Andit wereto be wiſhed Verl,44. 
that euen ſuch as belong tothe Lord 
cid not vnderprize ſuch gratious or 
ges of Gods preſence in the preſence l 
and plentifull fruition of them;who yet = | 
can with fighs mourne after them , be= I 
ing withdrawne from theireyes , no 0- 
therwiſe then when all /-ae! lamented 
afterthe Lord when the Arke was itt 
Kiriath-iearim,1. Sam, 7.2. 
The Lord Teſus woing his Church 
moſt lovingly intreateth entrance into 
her. Open wnto mee my well beloned for 
- head is full of dew, &c, Oh no 

1ee bath putte of her caules , ſhee will 
nor diſeaſe her ſelfe ſo farre as to pur 
them on '; ſhze hath waſbt ber feete, 
and meaneth not to foule them: while 
ſhee may haue Chriſt at the threſhold 
ſhe giues her ſelfe leaueto ſleepe alindle Canc, 9.2.3. 
A longer 
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longer, & in her ſleep ſhe'ſſips that moſt 


fweere oportunity:Chriſt leaues her to * 
Her eaſe which might not be diflodged: * 
but ſhortly after her ſoule awaking,and : 
thee bethinking her ſeltc of her ynkind ," 
anſ{wer,ſteps to the doore to let him ing + 

bur he is gone in diſpleaſure ; now her | 
heart is gone wich him and ſmiteth 
her more then before; ſhe ſeckes him, 
but finds himnot;calleth him , but re- 
ceiucth no an{werthe is too neere to be 
let in and received while hee isat the 
doorc;and therefore ſhee muſt trudge 
vp and downe after him, with much la- 
bour,&.more greefe,inquyring of cue- 
ry one ſhe meeteth, whether they haue 
met with him whom her foule loueth 
orno. By which example ſceing that 
roo much of this folly is boiid vp in the 


harts of the beſt of vs;let vs ſtriue to bes 


come more 'wiſe-harted in intertaining 
our priuzledges whilſt they be offerd. 
| The Centurion could ſay. when Chriſt 
was dead ; this was the ſon of God, hee 
ſhould haue faid ſo when he was aliue,; 
Let vs acknowledge Chriſt while he is 
preſent, & reioicein Gods face, inthe 
firy.leatt whe out 
ynthankfulnes 


»vnthankfuldes hath fortified pris Wim 
7 lament the lofſe when it cannot be ſup» Is.7- 13. 


plied:& this is the rather to be thus vr 


ged and beaten vpon; becauſe itis with AQ 268 46 
many ani, as it was withthe people of 


Epheſus:whe Panl was taking his leaue 
otthe Elders of Epheſus , he told them 


that he knew they ſhould ſee hw fare 10 
#ore;the they wept abundantly,bur ef- 


pecially were ſorry ar theſe words, that 


chey ſhould ſee his face no more, cuen 


ſo a number of men are neuer ſorry nor 
weepe, are without al afteRions to the 
Minittry & Minifers,til they be taking 
their leaue and fay they ſhall ſee their 
face no more; and then they with that 
they had taken more good by their pre- 
ſencc;and then if occafion were -/offred 
again they would be more careful, and 
nor forſlow ſuch oportutiities: theſe 
confideratios are ſomuch y more ſeaſos 


5/7 nable to you the preſcat hearers,y now 
72 at thefirſtentranceof this rm} ge 
# e in 


may lay hold of it;ſo as yous incre 


-, the end may be much more abundant. 
> Theſecondpoint of inſtrution out pgg,.., 
* ofthe ward,is this :that it is 4 xote of 4 

food mantmore to reinice in the Peper 


be 
P 


bly , orinthe Miniftery thar could ſo 
rauiſh and affet him?For men of come 
mon cies. cannot ſee any ſuch extraor- 
dinary thing in them ſo violently to 
draw thern;it may ſeem there was ſome 
ret force,which drew out ſuch affece 
tionate defires in him. | L. 

Jr was indeed # ſecret force 6f the 


firirofGO D,from whom ſuch _ 
« Fa 


ITE 
of Fe 33 nee” nr is 
and ſanRified defires can only proceed? 
and'yet wee may noe conceiue ſuch io 
bee immediate imotions , and vn- 
grounded flafhes , bac ſuch as the Spi- 
rit raizeth by meanes : Both fitſt cau- 
ling the beauty of GOD'S houſe to ap 
peare brighe ro their eyes ; ad fe- 
cond , renealivg to thei c/e priniledges 
which Gods pe: ple there partake,and can= 
hot 2gaine meete with themin any ſo- 
ciety befides, eta 
The former appeareth, P/alm, 27.4. 


One thing I deſired of the Lord,and / will- 
defire it ,that I may dwell in the houſe if 


J - he Lord all the daies of my life. | 
* ._ . Burt what mooued Dax.d thus to 
wiſh this one thing ? That { ws 5 fee 


the beauty of thine houſe + and al:hough 
the beautie of the Sanctuary fo farre- 


forth as 1t was externall, in regard of 
the marter, of the forme , of the whole 


ordihation: of it ;yea and all the yten-, 


fils enen tothe very pines of it, whick 
all were ofthe Lords owne inuention 
& inftitution,and might cherefore have 
drawne carnall mindes vnto it/as acthis 
day the ſenfibleand plaufible ſplendor 


and beauty ofche Church of Rome doth 
| D "oO 
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the houſe 
of God, 


1 the pre. 
ſence of 
God, 


Beanties of 


many ſuperſtitious people) yet was ne= 
uer any good and fincere heart (ſuch as 
David, was ) ſatisfied with externall 
things in Gods worſhip:well knowing 
that as God is a ſpirit; ſo nothing is 
there pleaſing vnto him which is not 
ſpiritual:there are therfore other beau- 
ties which theſtranger entreth nor into 
Y beholding of;zyeaſuch as canot be be- 
beld but with eyes as cleareaschriftall, 
Oxeſt. What are the beauties you 
 ſpcakeof ? 4A»ſw.They may bereduced 
vnto theſe zwo heads : They are ſeene 
partly in reſpe& ofthe parties preſent: 
ard paitly in the things performed in 
ſuch holy aſſemblies. oo 

Theperſens preſent ; are,firſt;GOD - 
himſetfe:we hence ſuch places are called 
Fethells , as Danid here thy houſe: thy 
courts: and are no other then the pre- 
ſence chambersofthis cuerlaſting King 
ofglory , Here he fitteth in a chaire of 
Eftate,as formeily he {ate berween the 
Cherubins : How can it then bee but 
that the glory of the Lord ſhould fill 
every ſuch houſe of his, as once it did. 
the Temple 1. Kmg., 8. 11, orwhese 
can a caxhful ſoule more ſecurely, more 
zoyfully 


a os (} ba, bo. 


4 


ny 


ed 
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JOY 


3 


joyfullyreſtit ſelfe i Godromae 


relting place? 


Secondly, ( briſt himſelfe s FY) FINS pres 


ſent : : for whereſoener two or three are , 


gathered togither in his name, he « inthe. ; us 


 Math,18, & 
20, 
__ I7, 


midft of then , Hee watketh in the miaſt —Tix pre< 


of the ſeanen golden ( andelſticks: And no 
Ks elfe (1f hee bee miſſing) can his © 
parents and kindred finde him then in 
thencTemple. 

Now is not this 2 oreater beauty then 
any which can elſe-where bee eſpied? 
wherein the ſecond Temple paſledthe 


glory of the former : & yet ours exceed. 
the ſecond For how could the ſecond+ 
Tempte wanting 1.' Gods preſence be- 
tween the Cherubins, 2, the Yrimand 
Thumim. 3.4 the inſpiration-& raizing vp 
! ofextraorcinary peophets.4.the Arke it 
2 ſelfetheſcac of God , which was taken 
= inthe captiuity, 5. fire from heauento: 
3: confumnetheir facrifices : how could (I 
* ſay) the ſecond Temple wanting all 
© theſe, be truly ſaid co exceed the glory 
= ofthe Comer which hadthe al? But ON- / 
! Iyin regardof Chrilts bodily preſence 
> which by entring into-it was to beau-. 


3 tifie jr T? And yerthe effeCtuall preſence. 
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, 


of his ſpirit how with vs , is farre more 
powerful and glorious,then was his bo- 
dily preſence in that Temple, 


* 


3 = Now ſeeing that Chriſtis the chur- 
Cant.5.9. ches welbeloued,and is more then other 
30. . welbe/ocds, cuen the cheefe of ten-thou- 


meet him any where, ſau in the rexrs of 

Cant.1,7 fheapheards, and in the teps of the flockes: 
ſhould any chriſtian ſoule ( which is 

| knirte ynto him m ſpirituall wedlocke; 


and the daye of their marriage apoin- 
ted, and approching ) defite any ſo- 
cyetie more then his? Nay ought not 
euerie beleeuing ſoule to” wiſh one 
houre ſpent in his focyetie and fe}- 
lowſhippe , rather then ten thouſand 
with any befides 2 So as hitherto Da- 
«$dwas not widein his wifhand reioy- 
cing. 

| Thirdly, the holie ſpirit of GOD is 
rs ofehe preſent in our aſſemblies ; moſt plenti- 
holy ſpirit fullie pouring out of his full buckets 
of God. the treaſures of wiſdome atid grace; 
 yeathe yariety of graces accompanying 


Thepre 


-s 


narily diſplay him-ſelf elſc-where:who 
© - akhough 


| fand; and hath norleft ys direQion to 


the contract beeing alreadie made, 


-—— 


ſaination . Nether doth this ſpirit ordi= 


j although hee blowetb where hee liſtethin 


i VVord and Spirit ; and water andthe 
7 Spirit ioyned together, becauſe the ſpis; 


* - = 
WW 4 
”— 


regard ofthe free and yndeſerued gra» 
ces which hee pourethaue- yer is it ar. 
dinarily by meanes of the Word, Sacra» 
mentes,Prayer, Cenſures publikely ex» 
erciſed and adminiſtred according te 
the will of God. | ' 

Hence is it that wee reade ſtill ofthe 


ric ordinarily putteth forth the grace of 
regeneration in the meanes of the wopgd 
and ſacraments. Now who hath not 
good cauſe, to wiſh ( ifnor all his time) 
yetthe moſt of it there ſpent ; where by 
the worke and preſence ofthe ſpirit, he 
may ſo happily inrich himſelfe vnto lite 
everlaſting ,, rather then elſe-where, 


where is nathing but ſpiricual pouerty, 


nakednefſe,and beggery? at! 
Fourthlie,the holie «Angels of God are 


here preſent in our aſſemblies. Whence & 
the Apoſtle z., Cor. 11. 16; wiſhech Angells, | 


the woman to haue power oer her bead 
beca#ſe of the eAngells : that is , the wa- 
man in the congregation muſt couer 
her head , as for other reaſons , fo 
for this which is not” the leaſte.; in 
D; _ thax 


The pre- 


hin the Ang cls are preſe ent,andbehold 
theorder and behaviour of men & wo- 
men, "But why are the Angells preſent 
wil ſome ſay? Tanſwer notonely'in way | 
of Miviſtery and ſeruice vnto the Lord, 
ynto the ele, and vnto his Miniſte- 
ry, ſundry waics both affiſting and hel- 
ping it forward ,and withſtanding ſuch 
enmities as 'otheriviſe refit? it: : bur a= 
fo aftera ſort 'to ſolace , andreioyce 
them-ſelues in the beanry of GOD S 
Infourt houſe,ſo 1, Pet.1.1 2. hich things the 
wapaxi. Avicells deſire to behold, ſpeaking of the 
d Nh Miſteries publiſhed inthe Goſpell. 
N © Towhich makeththat interpretation 
of the place in Hebrews. 12.16, Tet once 
move wil! I ſhake rot the earth ol [y but al- 
ſo heauen, Themeaning of which words 
by the iudgement of ' ſome excellent 
Diuines, is this : that the voice of God 
. inthe delivery of the law'did cauſe the 
men on earth that hard it to quake 
- andtremble ; but now in thepreaching 
and delivery of the Ghoſpell, the vetie 
Angells iti heatten , are after a ſort ſha- 
ken beein? cucilhed & rapt into the ad- 
miration of it, Arethere then ſuch beau- 
ent in the afl eblies as that yery Com. 2X 
ncm- 2% 
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themſelues admire ? & ſhall normen for 


whom they were inſtitured ſeek both to = 


eſpy,8 be affected with them? and who 
can b ame him that can come to prize 
theſe beauties aboue all chat the catch 
can afford beſides? Seeing the Angells 
themſelucs who are {trip trs all earthly 
defires and delights, are ſaid to admire 
cheſe, bur neuerthe other:ſuch aman in» 
deedis come nereto Angelical perfeCti- 


on. Fiftly,The Saints of God hete preſent Pl4l,16,3 
themſelues in who a/ozr delight ought oh 
ro be, Foras the Trier of the Lord ood 
to goe wppe to his houſe,that they might $ 
_ worſhip before him in his Tabernacle & God vpon 
temple:euen fo now the people of Goq he earth. 


aſſemble chemſelues in our congregati- 


ons to the ſame purpoſe, Now when I 


ſay the people of God; I mean not al hand 
ouer head, who promiſcuoſly come to= 
gether;notwithſtanding they all are his 
people by right of creation and preſer- 


tation, & yet of them ſome are openly 


& profeſſed prophane ones; Neither all 
thoſe who ioyne in externall profeſſion 
and exerciſes of religion ; of whom yet 
many are not inwaidly purged : in 
which ſence the old wor!d called them 

D 4 ſonnes 


al.122.4 
I he pre- 
nce of the 
aints of 
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ſornesof GOP, That is, all the poſe 

zerity of Serb and Eneſe , oppoſed ta 

the daughters of men yoyde of all re- 

Higion and pictie . But I meane thoſe 
of GODS eleftion; thar are called 
of his purpoſe , that haue obtayned 
mercie, and who proceede on in the 

was of ſanCiification ynto ſaluation, 
| Theſeare calledinScriptuce an ho- 

lie people , a choſen generation, a peo- 
plc by purchaſe, the doue of Chriſt, 
is vndehiled, his treaſure: and their 


; propertie is deſcribed , that they fiye 


Vay. 60.5 ., x-lowde, and flocke as the Dowes vn- 


to theſe windowes . Which prophehie al- 
though it bee properlie to bee ynder- 
ſtood of the vniuerſall and generall 
_ calling and concurſe of the Gentiles yn- 
- to the Church ,'who ſhould come with 
ſuch celerity and{wifcneſſe as if a cloud 
were with violence of windes carricd 
from ene fide and region of heaven to 
the other ; and inſuch flockes and mul- 
tirudes, as if a whole flight of piege- 
ons ( driven either by tempeſt, or 
by an Eagle,or ſome other birde of 
Yrev.) ſhould ſcoure vnto their co- 
fbatic , and ruſh into the windowes: 
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47 
yet this propettie 1s ſo peculiar ynt9 

erſons once called and conuerted , as 
” which the holie Ghoſt pleaſech eo 
expreſfle them, rather then by any orhex 


- 


rirle , thatthey are ſuch as flocke tothe 


windowes of the Church, by whichthe | 


Lord conueyech to his people his light 
of infiruQtion,of conſolation , of grace, 
of glory, $oeclſe-where, the ſcriptures 
notethem to bee ſuch as' ſeeks the Lord 
in his ordinances, ſuch as ſceke the face of 
the Lord, ſuch as call one another to the 
houſe of the Lord, and ſuch as cheerfully 
and couragiouſly march on,and will noc 
giue out, vntill chey meete the Lordin 
Sion, vob | 

Ob. fit be here obieQed, that theſe 


are but a few in compariſon ofthe mul. 


titude which reſort ynto the houſe of 
God : who belong no atherwiſe ynto 
him, therireteiners vito their Lords or 
maiſters , they weare his cloath, and 
now and then giue ſome formall atten= 
dancc,but are no houſhold ſeruants. : 

. An, Tanſwer, Tharcrue it is that the 
beſt part for the moſt part, is the lea(t 
part. if wee conſider the truth of the 


ehiog : but yer Chriſtian Ioue bindech | 
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4 
ys to judge the beſt of all that joyn 
with ys cuen in the outward ſeiuvice of 
God, for wee cannot enter into their 
hearts, but muſt leave them ro fſtand or 
fall cotheir owne Lord,znd forbeare ts 
iudge them before rhe time. 

Secondly, wee muſi(ootwithſtanding 
the multitude of prophane & hypocti- 
tical} perſons in the congregation, } 
frame our indgements vnto Gods, who 
eftecmeth the aflemblies fro the better 
part,and not from the greatez;he knew 
well that many moe who were but 
Jewes without, and intheletter reſor- 
red ynto the tabernacle;the th: ſe who 
were Iewes within; yet it ſtill retained 
the titles of Gods houſe, & Gods courts. 
Thirdly, lt isa glorious thing to be 
| admitted euen tothe outward profeſ.. 
| | F fon of religion , notwithſtanding all 
are not of the Church that areinit. In 
which regard oſha calleth all 1ſracll 
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} Tofh.2 2,199 
Num.23-9 
'} Zeph. 3.9- 


the Lords poſſeſſion , even becauſe his ta- 
bernacle dwelt amongſt them. And 
thus was it prophecied by Ba/aam him- 
ſelfe, that 1ſrael/ ſhould dwell alone, and 
ſhould not bee numbred am07 [4 the nati- 
ons,for Iſrael was a people of a pure lan- 
Y £HAge, 
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evare. In all which the nation of the 
ox es were aduanced aboue allother 
people, becauſe they were diſtint and 
ſeperated from all other; both in their 
relieton, lawes, rites and condition of 
life ; all of them appointed and eftabli- 
ſhed by God bimſelte. 250 
_ © - How much more beautiful then and 
glorious atethe cogregations of Gods "0 


People, in regard of ſuch who are truly - 
the Lords holy ones ? alied ynto 6 Y 
Chriſt, Saints by-calling, and begin ro BES- 
lead euen an heavenly life ypon earth? HL, 
What is it that makech the Courr more [27 og 


louely and glorious, then all the reſt of 

the pallaces ofthe ſand beſides?Ir is not 

ſo much rhe ſtarcly building or other 
braveries,but the preſence ofthe King, 

Queene, Prince, Lords, Ladies,and o- 

ther their atrendants aiſwerablycoartsmore 
where the exerciſes of religion are eſta.lorious 
biiſhed,are beauties no whit inferjour,*Þe2 the 
but farre paſſing the former , Salomow 2oeot 
deſcribing the glorious condition of x 
the church, compareth ir to the Courrs | 
of Kings and Monarches of the earrh, 
| but infinitely aduanceth ir aboue them 

all,cuea in this conſideration, © 
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foundation. Theſe are ſpots 1n our mee- 


the belly 


44 | 
There are threeſcore Oueanes , and fourts 


| Cant, 6.7 ſcore Concubines , and Damſells without 


»umber , Asthough hee had ſaid : If in 
any Court of the world infteed of one 
Queene ( for ordinarily there are no 
moe) there were three-{core,and all at- 
tendance proportionall , though this 
were ſuch a glorious and beautifull a 
ſight as neuer man ſaw, yet were it not 
comparable to the beauty of the 


Church, euery true member of which is 


a King ouer his luſts, and heire to the 
crowneof keauen, - 
Truc it is that this beautie of the Saints 
which beautifiern che afſemblies. is 
partly blemiſhed and ſtained, ard patt- 
he hidde and covered, The former by 
many prophane Eſaws , that thruſt 
themſclues into the profeſſion , who a 
while ſeeme to bee liuing ſtones ; but 
after appeare but ſtubble laid ypon the 


tings, who ſo farre as in them lie, make 
the Church reſemble Nebuchadnezers 
image; whoſe head was of gold, bur 
and feete of Iron and clay, 
which will not bee tempered together 
but fall aſunder, 2g 
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45 
208 latter , partly becauſe this _ 
aughter is glorious ; but within , her 

Ts, get iT like the Curteines of the Content 
tabernacle , which outwardly were of of the 
courſer fuffe,, but within coſtly for the Sainte is ' 
niatter,nd curious for the exquiſire 12 new 
workman(hippe ; and like to the beauty "© Tu 
of Chriſt him-ſeife in whom men ſawe 

neither forme nor beautic, partly be- 

cauſe their infirmities cloude their beat 

tie , and darken them in mens eyes, 

when yet they remaine moſt deare ynto 

God : and partly becauſe the ſunne of 
affliction and perſecution looketh much 

and often vpon them , which maketh 

them ſeeme Elacker then they are , 2nd 

thus Chriſt him-ſelfe was deſpiſed be- 

cauſe men iudged him as plagued and 

ſmicren of God. [/a.5 3:4, and ob coun-= 

ted ai hypocrite ofhis friends, No mer- 

vaile then it is, that ſuch eyes as are 


| ORE PIT 40407. YE þ 
, COS Sno OT TT : ne” Cana 

* A de FO OI DS 6 

"A CF, #: E El 2 £88 


F notannointed with the eye-ſalue can- 
| notpricintothis inward and ſecret ob- | 
| 


ject :no meruaileif eyes thus accuſto- 
med to falſe glaſſes be diſtempered;ng 
wonder if eyes ill gazing ypon fach 
clouds bee held from ſeeing thehidden 
elory of the Saints ; no otherwiſe then 
, — _Ziſtas 


DT, R054 OF WEEN : R 
oF Rb. pe FL BE 42 be 4 1 OO 6 DS F X Fr oo _ FIR 84 Te ORE 
Fe OT ES 4. Wo 7 Og: Sn a i or Ts Toe RR ROREES; ag 
CET FEE 3 IE es OS O07 od Sr HORSE oY on on ee 
—— oe i 08 MS oo NG 
| > EHEEE arcs > 


— OO 91 Er. 
Pliſhaes ſeruant was , who cou'd totſte 
the glorie which ſhone rounde about 
him , Bur ſuch as arc the Lords muſt 
herein exprefle the yertue and image 
of their teauen|y father, who delight» 
 eth in. his people as in his portion5 

whom hee accounteth beaurifull as the. 
Li!ly,and ſweere as theRoſe . Euen ſo 

all our celight fhould beein the Saints 
which excell in vertue: Ictthem be by 
infumitics, by afflitions blacke,yerm 
our eyethey muſt bee comely: the ſhi- 
ning graces of God in them ought as 
by ſtrong cordesto draw our afftetions 
ynto them : and if in our priuate courſe 
we ought toedifie our ſelues by this, & 
by our conuerſing with them , partake 
of their graces and encreaſe orftiryp 
our Owne : much mere ſhould we with 
all cheerefulncſſe partake with them in 
the publicke worſhip of God, by whole 
preſence, behaujour and praiers our toy 

15 more full., and our ſeruice more ac- 

ceptable. Eſpecially ſeeing this whole: 

Pſalme ſhewerh | how our Prophee 

from this conſideration did not alittle. 

prouoke his beart.and beſt affctions 


yatothe alſemblies, ET 
| Ss Now 
m——_—_ CE EE EIOSIEE ne ng 7 ES. then 


_ 


Now to end this-point, ſeting wee 
aretaught that heres the Court of the 
King, of glotie , the holy God fitteth 
herein the hole aſſemblies ,the holy 
Angels of God are heere preſent; the 
hole Saints of G OD ſtand here vp- 
on this holie ground : how isit that 
wee cannot conceiue theſe meetings 
to beethe moſt beautifull places of the 
earth 2 How are wee yet as blinde as 
Moles, if wee eſpe not and turme not 
our eyes vnto ſuch beauties? what a 
fearcfull deluſion is befallen them,who 
are ſocafily wone to the painted beau- 

tic of an harlot, and deſpiſe the natiue 
beautie of the ſpouſe of Chriſt ? What 
acertainedampation abide ſuch , as 
by ſcorning the holy exerciſes of our 
publicke meetings, and reproching the 
Preachers,and Miniſters of them,ſeeke 
to turne this our glory into ſhame?bur 
more of this in the vſcs following the 
dorine. Thus much wee haue ſpoken 
of the honorableperſons preſent in our 
congregations, the dutifull reſpeRtof 
who(if we wanted othermotives)were 
forcible enough to draw God'y hearts 
with cneerfulneſſe ynto/ our meetings, 


<7" Ob; Carey”, IRE l Rt Fa EY” We I vo tl. {Ros Jos WP "Y FO, OS PRES » 27 
AG T ? 4 E oh fag 23s ” an oi et oe re teens ARE. 4 5 FEY *&- L; HP 
«> 52 ; dE CE Weds rl Re CA ED p- XN 
: 7 > OED, j We ; $4 0 tis Ft "HEE WAS CS. 8 ; RS Nc AD TS 4 Eo 5x 4. 205MM "3 
Wen Gp A$s'S P PARISON on EA FO YI a fe A £4 TR rn RIAGTrd he fs ut 4 6m Ya OREN 
4 F < EL + i . j s bs > Ni _ —O— Ws - 
: ny gps . w . age ow BP: 0 EE 7; Pn rs FAS 24 ES 5 0 3D , 

" A . ” " » Y + Y f IPG 3 A os PP A w; Ys 3 rn 

F x + #! 0 $ * A 4 vw Hd k 


"AY 13 
"Now the things which are rerfermed 
in the congregation, are of the ſame 

_ qualiciez euen hely things : naneely the 
whole pub!:ke worſhip of God , fland- 
ing efpecially in the Miniſteric of x, 
Word, 4. Sacrament, 3, Prayer, 4. Keyes 
of the Churth: of none of which can 2- 
ny that knowes them ffirme truly,that 
it wanterh power & per{wafion to draw 
any godly heart vnto it, | | 
 Andfuft in thefe meetings it cannot 

Renchie by bee denied , biit that wee enioy a moſt 

the publick <Omfortable and pretiofs treaſure of 

reading of the worde of God ,and thar borh reade 
the word, and preached , the weaker of which 
meanes wanteth not his fruitfull vſe in 
the Church, thar whoſocuer aſcribeth 
not much yntothe ptiblicke reading of 
the Scriptures : well econfidereth nor 
the neceffity of that ancient ordinance 
of God , who of olde would kane Mofes 

Aa 621, 7#44e enery ſabboth, ard inſtituted al. 2. ba 

A&.13.15, trreef the law and Prophets , Thewhich *F* 

ordinance.of God , not onelythe holie 

Apoſtles : but the ſonne of God him- ' Þ| ' 
ſelfe graced, yea honored not withhis *. ſhe? 
preſence onely ; but alſo with hismi- 

Luk, 4;16.Niſtery 3for(as his cuſtome was)bee 7 
c into 


4 -2 


- and ſloodwptoread. Andif here itbee _. 
asked; what'are the ſpecrll'benefits _ 
reaped by this ordinance inflituted our. 
of the wiſdame of God :T anſwer. Firſt, 
It is a notable meanes to:come to the 
knowledge of the hiſtory of the Serip= 
tures , wherein the chiefe workes that 
euer the Lord did in the' Church are 
recorded; whether of juſtice or of mer- 
cie, eſpecially thoſe of our fall in the 
firſt Adam; & recouery by the ſecond. 
Secondly ,to confirme” out faith in all 
the points of Chriſtian faith and reli- 
gion : the maine grounds'of which we 
haue fore-prophecied of inthe old teſ- 
tament; and are fulfilled'in the new. 
3. Todire& our iudgements'in prove 
ring of all things; and Loldin g that which 
is good, as the'Bzreans ſearched” the 
Scriptures to ſre whether the things were 
ſo as Pant preached, which if it bee 
a fruite of private reading (as the teft 
alſo are) much more of publicke, - .- 
+ Fourthly, totraine vs to themore pros 
* fitable hearing of thewotd-pteached. 
Fiftly, ro acquairit vs with the phraſe 


to the vagegue on the Sabboth 


Ty ©TJOT ABT, 


AQ.17.17 


of theSctiptute; ſo as wee can both 
wry E ynder- 


| 5o 
yndetftand , and fpeake the /argiage of 


he Canaan. Back? = 
Thebent= Bur who can ſpeake of the glory of 
word preas Our Miniſtery, in regarde of theWorde 


ched , preached; which as a more' ordinary 
and principall meanes leadeth vs a- 
long 'vnto faluation, by a more full 
manif _—_— of the promiſe of life: - 
ea not onely e mg things to _{. 
Nears rn Fear hrs ; bur 
applying them” ynto the heart and af= * , |, 
Fin , and vrging them ypon the 
life and conuerſation of a Chriſtian, 
The blefled worke of which inftitu- 
tion will euidently appeare , if wee 
confider the obiefts vpon whome it 
worketh ; and thoſe bee eyther the 
amconuerted,or conuerted,or both. 

In regarde of the wnconnerted., it 
is the ordinaric meanes to beger them 
to God, by enlightening their eyes, 
opening their cares , mollifying their 

.. hens, a _— faith in their 

| ſoules , which commeth by hearing, . | 
OD. And what a blefled oo is is 
whereby. the ſonnes of wrath become 
the ſonnes of GOD ? whereby thoſe 
who are layd lowe in hell by finne, are 

Cale 


GE tn, 


_ n—_ 
i W 4 —_ cs. . waht 2p, __— ee" RO -_ 


Dat YC Fre 


= — CG @QwC@@Gow_—@@_—__wn _Gd.. 4 
* o > 


| HE | 
raiſed vnto-the glory of the higheſt 
heauen? and whereby the' juſt heyres 
of damnation are entituled-into the 
Rate of ſaluation ,to receiue "inheti- 
tance among thoſe thar are ſanRified, 


Inthis excellent.vſc is it called a Mini. 
Reric of reconciliation;of eace,a word 2.Cor,5,rf 
of life. 2.In Eph.6.z 5, 


of grace; of ſaluation, arid of lifi 
reſpe& of thoſe. who are cotiuerted> Aﬀs.14. 3. 


tis a powerfull meanes of the ſpititz A&-2003z 


Firſt to encteaſe their knowledge ; by 


the daily clearing of their judgements 
from error, and ignorance;.and leading 


them into all  neceflarie truths; Se- 
condly, to firengthen  and-encreaſe 
their faith, bringing it with dayly pro- 
preſſe from the infancie and weak- 
neſle of 1t, till the beleeuer attaine his  *© 


_.tallneſſe and ftrenethin Chriſt, 


Thirdly ; to call them from theik 


dayly wandrings and firayings , and 


ſertle then1in a godly courſe, 
Fourthly, to preuent- their falles, 
whileſt they are heere partlye fur- 
niſhed with Chriſtian Armour: a> 
ainſt temptations 3; for through 
the Miniſterie of the: worde |; 54+ 
than falleth like lightning from heanen. 
2 


and 
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pattly while:they are - counſelled in 
their doubtz,,finding the word in this 
Minifterie; eſpecially the va» of rhet 
comſels,.Partly while they are admo- 
niſhed. of ſuch wayes :as are diſagree- 


_ able to-fuch an+high calling as:they 


.-/. out of flls, by diſcouering vnro them 


have yndertaken.. 


iftly , to.raiſe them 


the nature. and danger of finne , the 


working' of :their -owne -infirmities, 


the bitter roote of originall eorrupti- 
on :the poyſoned fruites of it: and by 
many motiues continually prouoking 
their repentance , which was the ſcope 


Math, 3. 2. Chriſt's fore-rnnners Sermon ; yea of his 
Marc, 1115 owne preaching , and of his Apoſtles, 
AQs. 2.38 Sixtly, moſt abſolutely to:dire& them 


through their whole Chriſtian courſe. 
If they be alone,it affordeth them mat- 
terof holy meditation ; that they are 
neuer lefle then alone , when they are 
moſt alone, except thoſe can be alone, 
who walke with God. And if they bee 
to deale with others, it enableth them 
to become great : ; ready and 


furniſhed: ro' inftra&t ,, and comfort 
abroade, to. bee as eyes to the blinde: 


and 


CE ER I II Y CS IE CE ce ea aaa CE EE ITS 
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bring his' children vnto the faith by 


53 
and feete to bring the lame"to'Chrift: 
and at: home” to teach-and ptiy” with | 
their family;ſo as their howufesbecome. 
lictle Bethels, and houſes/of GOD, in 
which the Lord is' truely and con- 
Rantly worſhipped ; and bdsth'ther- 
ſelaes and-the Churches in'their hou. 
ſes, dayly edified ypon their moſt holy - 
Faith, 436, 2d 11 343 DB HAT JMD) ] 
Now in revarde both'of the wicked 

who are by the worde preached,more 
hardened , -atid' of 'the godly whoſe 
number by the fame meanes are day. 
ly augmented” and accompliſhed; the 
appearing of Chriſt ynto Tudgement is 
-haſtened , which the Saints" ought 

to' long after','as in which"they.ex- 

pe&, and ſhall attaine their full re- 
demprion, inked 

Secondly, in the Sacraments Wee cmfort 

drinke yet deeper of the Lords boun- by the holy 
tie, who contenteth not' himſelfe to ſacraments, 


*7 *IOTART], 


the former meanes, vnleſſe alſo hereby 
hee raiſe them ynto a full growth in 
Chriſt. As a:tender mother accounts 


_ it not enough to bring forth her child, 
-except ſhee alſo. nurfſe and cheriſh it 


E 3 
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54 
yp \nto.mans eſtate , So hath the Lord 


in th g ſacraments ro thew the aboun- 8- 
dant ſweetnefle of his. loue in Chriſt, 
after hee hath in the wordpreached, 


* made the couenant of grace knowne 
vneo, men; hee alſo doth moſt ſurely 
ſeale it yp-ynto their ſoules, by thoſe 
Rom.g;1 13 ſcales of the righteonſneſei of fairh. The 
 * © formerſfaling vp their ynion, ingraft- 
ing and fellowſhip with Chriſt , from 
whom as from a roote, they draw and 
ſycke the moyſture'of grace , withour 
which they are but dead and withered 
branches, The later aſſuring their con- 
tinuall grouth, and encreaſe in him, ill 
they become tall trees of righteoul- 


* 


peſſe, and both of them further help- 
ing both gur ynderſtandings as glaſſes 
by Ec ſee clearer intothe miſte- 

_ ry of ourredemprion; as alſo ourme- 
mories, as 7207#ents before our eyes, 
with which ſence of- learning our God 

. would haue vs taught, as well as by 
che other of hearing; as in the third 
place both of them not onely ſpurring 
vp cuery. belecuer to, the performing 
of the. couenant ;. but alſo ſtrengthe- 
ning him to euery good duty, w oy 
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2 -hes may magnifie this grace of 

Third! for prayer, how vnſpeakable By publicke 
is the loop of GO D rendred by the OG 
Church , gathered together, and how glorifyed, 
wonderfull are the bleffings which 
are youchſafed the Church from God, 
iniand by meanes of this holy dutie, 
eſpecially when they are aſſembled 
the houſe of J 

a 


ger ? In the former re- pai, 65,2; 
garde is it. 


by the Prophet , Prasſe 
weiteth for thee in Sion, For what grea- 
ter honour can befall- the Lord, then - 
firſt in petitian to bee acknowledged 
the giuer of euery good and pertect 
gift ? to bee depended vpon for all 
comfort , inſtruction ang cuery good 
grace : to bee acknowledged the au- 
thor and finiſher of our faith , the 
beginner and accompliſher of all our 
workes,in ys and for ys? and inthe 
confeſſion of, our indignity and miſery 
( euenthe heſt) to haue his free grace 
amplified , ang. his prerogatiue yeel- : 
ded him, whoſe priuiledge it is to ſay; v 
Twill forgine ?. Secondly , in prayſes to 


be magnified by his whole Church for 
ET: 2” the 
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; $s 3 | 
the fruites of his free loue, manifeſt» 
lie ſhining i in his workes of creation; 


os = eſcruation , and ſalua» 
Þ . /,.- ttono 
| aye” 


rch: yea Jann when his 
ple haue done all they can in way 
nkfulnefle for them ; yer eucn 
yt beſt of them ſhall acknowledge, 


% | that they cannor finde what to ren- 
Nt 


der 'vnto him for his vndeſerued 
loue :'Thus the Tribes:goe vppe to 
Pla 166.18 Ternſalew to praiſe the name of the 
Plal.12.2, 4 Lord. 
" In'tthe ſecond reſpeR, what 2 fine 
gular priviledge is it that wee haue 
leauegiuen vs by our''requeſts ta 
ſpeake and commune with our God ? 
The mem- and whete-as the riche' treaſures of 
| | bersof the grace and good rhings "are with him 
Church «fre kept: as vnder locke and key* 
boundantly 4, wh appily may wee by chis meanes 
enriched. 

vidochiory and- open them all ynto'our 
ſclues? Yea that when wee'cannot by 
any thing in vs-or 'from vs deinetite 
the leaſt 'blefſing ( wee-beeing leffe 

then the leaſt mercy ) yer if wee cat 
bur lifr' yppe one requeſt of fairh wee *$* 

hane preuayted , and guer-come God | 
Kitnſelfe in the greateſt, 


Ard 
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7 
And if the prayer of ove rightegus man 
\l. canpreuaile ſo-much as the'ſctiprures 
teſtifie of Aſoyſes , Tacob, Elias : how 
much more when two or three touſent to 
** gither inpriuat prayer? But when pub- | 
like prayeris preſented vp by many,yea 
the whole church;how can that but ex- 
ceed in-{trength? For as1n experience 
we ſee, many flowers bound-together | 
 yeeld the ftronger ſent;and;compound 
water is ſweeter the fimple;many ticks 
make a great fire;zand -ynitedforce more 
forceable :'{o every chriſtian alone and 
| apart in'this dury is acceptable vnto 
| God;burwhenmany ioynein holy fo- 
ciety , they are' much-more: pleaſing 
ynto him ,.much more iopfull among 
them-ſelues, andgnuch more:murually 
incouraged to the praQtiſes of piety, 8& 
loue onetowards another, ** 
Publike breaches are ſoone'made vp 
if many Moyſosſes ſtand vpinthe gap. 
| Publike peace if it bewanting is pee= 
_ dily and happily procured\when-many REEF oe 
Eliaſes lift vp 'requeſts vnto the Lord, ary | 
* euery one of which are as firong as the arethewals 
| Horſemen and Chariots of Iſvael. Pub- and muni« 


like bleffin 95 are cahly obteyned when £191 ofa 


many people, 
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58 
many Jacobs wraftle together with the 

Lord : Fully reſolued #ot to lette him 

oe untill hee haue giuen them a bleſſmg. 

 Romayg, The publike miniſtry is fuccefſefully 
YI both ſetled and exerciſed when the 
Saints Frive with their Miniſters by 

prayers to God for them. : and when the 


faithfull /aboxr tagetber inpraier for the 


=.” 
Cor,1, 11, 


ſame purpoſe. y | 

The priuate neceſſities alſo of any one 

priuate member of the Church,are ſoo- 

ner ſupplied by the inſtance and impor- 
_ tunity of the wholezand ſuch as cannor 
Se; come vypon their owne feet (as the mar 

Luk. 5. 19, //cke of the palfie ) are lette downe 
by the cordes of the churches pray- 
er and fette before Chriſt, Apower- 
full andpreuayling thing is it with the 
Lord when a number of beleevers are 
in oneplace , and one accord, of one 
heart , and one ſoule as it were in many 
bodies, to whom hee hath gwen one 
heart and one way , yea ove pure lan- 
Zepez.g, Bageto cal on his name and ſcrue him 
AQ2.46. with one ſhoulder. Fourthly , if ynto 
| &ver-32, The three former we ſhal ad the laſt part 
| Ter,32.39, of the miniſtry performed in our holy 
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mectings,we ſhall ſeg both the glory of = 


___ a ith. __ CT 


able good,the Keyes 
of the Kingdome opening and ſhutting 
heauen ; the power of binding or loo- 
ſing of finners, The authority of deliue- 
ring to Satan the obſtinate finners and 
releaſing the prom Now what glo- 
ry is it to the almighty when his juſt 
ſentence is before hand denounced as 
'gainſt theyngadly of the earth?/Where 
by him-ſelfe is clcared in his judge» 
ment and the finner moretiuſtlic wraps. 
ped vp in the bandes of death which 


he hadno care to preuent. 


And on the other fide no lefſe 
comfort .it is for the humble ſoule 
in the ſame Miniſterie of the Word 
preached to bee fully releaſed from 
ſinne , and abſolued from all his yn- 
righteouſneſſe, and afſured that what- 
ſacuer ſuch ſentence is rightly pro- 
nounced in Earth is ratified alſo in 
Heauen. 26s 1 

. Theſe thinges beeing of ſuch. an 
high nature , as in which the pub- 
licke worlhippe of GOD. is perfor- 
med. to his ſo great glorie, and our 

. owne 


own ſo great good,no marueil if Daxip 
be: ſo:inftant-in his defire: & yer theſe 


things were after a ſort vailed and but 


wed in that miniftry' of the ſanc- 
euary.. For'the Arke it ſelfe was with 
curtaines ,/and: there lay no high way 


vato it , no not for Daid: him-ſclf: 


only men muſt look towards it in their 
rajers. And within that Arke were 
hidde and cheſted 'yppe the tables of 
_ the couering repreſenting the YVYord, 
read and preached ::In the Tabernacle 
alſo was the golden potte of Mannah a 
ſpeciall type of our Sacraments:and the 
rod of eAaroz ſhadowing the rod of 
the church Diſcipline, How much more 
ſhould wee ( were wee not ſo blockiſh 
as \men hewne our of hard okes) 
reioyce in ſuch an open and glorious 
face of Ieſus Chriſt? Yea with the Pro- 
phetaccovnt it our Bleſſedneſſetodwel 
in the Lords houſe, where we may euer 
praiſe him : becauſe hereby wee come 
neareſt ynto the life of iuft and perfe& 
men in heauenzto the which while wee 
frame our ſelues afore-hand , wee hauc 
entred into ſome degree of their bleſ- 


ſednefle,as alſo of our owne.  : . 
5 | | Thus 
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Thus farre wee hetherto diſcouered 
thoſe beautyes 'of the houſe. of God, 
both in. reſpe& of Perſons preſent and 
holy thinges performed : whichif men 
could ſce.,with bodily eyes , (as. they 
cannot bee-perceiued but by ſuch as 
haue cleared cies ) they would excite 
admirable loue and affection towardes 


then 


Now we. are-to intreat of the prizi- Ty, ww 


ledges,and benefits which Gods people ledges of 


reape by frequenting the ſame: and the Gods 
rather that ſuch as perhaps little regard plein 


the glory of God , ſhining in his ordi= 
nances, brighter then the Sunne in his 


trength , might yer for their owne ad- 
uantage- and profitre bee. perſwaded 


with diligence and reucrence in this 
his houſe to ſecke the: face of the 
LORD. 


| Nowalthough the | priuiledges be as | 


 manyfold in number ,*as excellent in 
their quallicy : yet I will. content my 
ſelfe ro note foxre of them.: and rheſe 


foure rather then any other , becauſe I 
ſee them to þee- ſuch as moued in the 


Prophet: Dawid aboue all other theſe 


holy and ardent defires ; asin cuery of 


them 


the 


yes. 


lit... o 
-, 


OR 


_—_—— 
kat. 


x Inſfituc- 
210, 


Third, for theirvſe ſuch as perfw 
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them will plainely appeare, f. 
Firſt, the benefir oflighe and infirucs 


tion. The firſt work thar the Lord doth 


in theſe little wotlds ( as once in the 


great ) is to ſeperate light and darknes 


in ſuch as ate in Chriſt ctearted againe 
vnto good workes, For which pur- 
poſe the Lord him-ſelfe by his ſpirit be= 
cometh the Schoolinaiſter of his peo= 
 —_ them to know him in him- 


elfe in his Chriſt : to belecue , to 


worke and walke, Heere in his houſe 
{ ſetting a coppy to all rhaiſters of fam{- 
lyes what to doe in their houſes ) hee 
openeth his treaſures of wiſdome , atd 
rcacheth no triuiall matters : Bur firſt, 
for theit »eteſſiriz , rhatrers oflife and 
death. Second , for theit dignitic fuch 
miſteries as fleſh and blood cat never 
attayne vnto ; partly concerning God, 
as the doctrine of the Trinity. Partly 
concerning Chriſt , as of his incar- 
nation , cohception', vnion of his na- 
ttites , arid partly concerning our 
ſchies. As our teffrreiion , lite eter- 
nall all which are matters of faith. 
ade 
the 


i” 


i, 


_ Chriſt were little worth without theſe 


> 
EY FI. 
bu 


the truth, preſerue fr6 error, raize ſuch 

25 are falne,ftrengrthen thoſe that ſtand, 
comfort the afflicted,pacifie the conſci- 
ence,confirme the certaine hope of life 
eternall,and deliuer the deeds of it into 
our hands : & indeed the benefit of out 
redemption and whole faluation by 


holy meanes whereby it is reucaled and 
app! ed vntovs. | , 

- This is that benefit which our Pro- 
pher exprefleth in the beginning of 
the verſe following, Forthe LO RD 
GOD is the Sunne That is look what 
the Sunne is to the World, that is the 
LORD GOD to his Church the 
Sunne of the World is not ſo neceſſary 
co lighten the day, as this Sunne of the | 
Church to lighten the darkeneſle and . 
dungeon of the ſoules of men; without 
v (ſeeing all our heauenly Ightis from 
it)our eſtate is farmore yncomfortable 


then that | of che Egiptians in their Exod,10, 
three daies darkenefle:tor here no man 33» 


can all his dayes ſtirre our of the place 
where his naturall corruption hath 
ſeere him, And where ſhines this Sun 


but 


Downe # 
Dal 
Diana be- 
fore the 


Arke, 


2. Suite - 
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fafcty. 
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butin:the church ; this is the Goſber 


where this light is: In'the miniftry 
7A it. diſplayeth che beames 


4 . 
*. 


O T4 6.£# f E404 
Secondly, neceſſary prouifion bot 


for ſuſtenance and ſafety of ſoule and 


body. Firſt for the ſuſteining of the ſoule 


heere,ismilke, and ſtronger meat :here 
wee have the Lord pouring outall his 
goodnefle : Here the greatKing prepa- 
reth a;great ſupper? killeth his farlings, 


——_ his milke and-wine,{preadeth 


is table , ſetteth on it Icſus Chriſt the 


| bread and water of life:whoſe fleſh is 


meat indeed; whoſe blood is drinke in- 
deed: Here he by his miniſters inuiteth 
andintreaterth men roF banquet : here 
he filleth the bungry-and thirſty ſoule 
with goodthings:workerh'newſtregth 
of life and” gracezas'reioycing: in God; 
peace ofgood conſcience,ioy in the ho- 


ly Ghoſt, watchfulnefle againſt finne, 


' comfort in tribulation , quicknefle and 


ftrength in good duties, boldnefſe-in 


goodrauſes, and x life led and finiſhed 
infaith and obedience;; Here the Lord 
clotherl; the nakedfoule', and putrerh 
onit the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, whoſe righ- 
tcouſneſle 
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_— rayment of it. Heere hee. 
richeth: the poore ſoule with treaſures * 


of grace and godlyneſſe. Heere by the 
fire of his ſpirit hee warmeth and reui- 
ueth the taruen foule. Here is the rred 


of life for the ficke ſoule , the leaues 


Whereof ferue to cure the nations. Ina 
word 7 Chriſt offered and receiued'in 
the Miniftry,is food and Phiſicke,cloth 
and warmth,wealth and health,life and 


length of daies , yea allin all ynto the. 


ſoule of all his belecuing ones, And 
2, for bodily food and'rayment with 
other necefſaries for the life preſent, al- 
though thoſe who ar without F church 
inioy them z yet they haue them not 
in that ſpeciall bleſſing and comfort, as 


the members of the church;who x.haue- 


them by vertue of that ſpecial promiſez 
Firſt ſecke the Kmgdome of God , and 
other things ſhal be caſt on you:& 2 hold 
cthemby a right and title in Chriſt : and 
3. areraught howto imploy them ts 
the glory of. the giuer , all which 
make theſe bleſſinges' good to them as 
they arein chem-ſelves, Wed 

econdly ; for perfettion and ſafety: 
"ATT | 17 LEE 1, Spri- 


teoyſneſſe becommerh the coftly and | 
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Saran foy= k, Spiritzal;here is a ſhadow & ſweere 
1cd, armues refuge - the whole wrath of God 
caſed by Chriſt:here weſce fin ſub- 
ued, death vanquiſhed, righteouſnes 
purchaſed , greatdelinerance wrought 
for the ſoules of beleeuers:here we haue 
Nrengrtk in temptation, and vitory o- 
uer our ſelues : for here is Gods grace 
reveled which is ſufficierr-for vs. 

Now this faluation of God is nor els- 

wher to be heard off, but in the ridings 
which we bring; nor reucaled ynto any 

but the true members of the church. /z: 

Joel. 33. Mount Sion & © Teruſalem ſhall be de» 

lixerance. As for temporal perfe&tion: 
| Whereas when men are caſt out of the . 
fight of God ( as vnbelecuers who are 

withoat the. pale of Gods protetis) 

. they ly ope vnto the ſword, famine, cap- 
tinity,co the dogs to teare, tothe fonles 
of heauen , & the beaſts of the field to de 
orr-{o on the contrary the neerer God 
the ſurer of ſafety; for iudgementsflye 
farre fr6 God, Hence isit that to the 
members of the church , ſafery is pro- 
miſed vnder the ſhadow of the winges 
of the almighty, eſpecially while ho 
are in the performice of publick duties 
before the Lord , andit is worthy our 

WEE . _ __ obſeruing 
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odſcruing that the Lord in makin g that. 

law of the three feaſtes, wherein all the 
men three times every yeare muſt re< 
paire before the Lord & continue each A fariouts 
y+ſ- time in his worſhippe togerher many "<7 boy -—__— 
 _dajes; pfevienteth all their obieRions; a for yo A 
for they mi ght ſay,but wil tiot this £iue Coondali of by 
reat aduantage to thie enemy to watch long con= — © 
Ph times to win their coiitries again, finuance, — 
HED. 
+ 


Which in any one of thoſe three times {cue daies 
in our ſo Jong abſence from our houſes, ents 1 lu 
leauing none to defend the but women) might be 

& childre they might eaſily enter vp6? indange=- 
Or wete it not fit if there muſt be three *<athew 
ſuch meetirigs y the people of one pro- nal, peas 
uince ſhould afſemble ar one of them,& goods 

they of anothet ar the ſecond,and 10 it} tpoiled, 

the third:then to leaue the whole coſi- 

try at once without men, and ſtrengrh 
expoſed to fuch certaine danger > No 
faith the Lord : come before me every 
man thriſca yeare; for no man ſhall de- 
fire thy land , whern'thou ſhalt appeare 
before the 'L ORD» Exodus, 34. 24, 
himſclf would be the ſtrength of it ar yr 
time,& ſo watchit as the enemy ſhonld 
not ſomuchas deſire itthelike we'may 
obſcrue in their gathering/of Serena 
eucry day in F morning was not on- 
ly an obediece ynto gods Dy 
ut 
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but a ſpecial reſemblance and ſhadow 
of ſeeking Ieſus Chriſt in F parts of his 
worſhip. Now herein ſeemed to lie no 
ſmal danger rowards them; For cither 


'* theenimies were continually troub- 
 leſomvnto the _ take their camps 
_ whilſt the whole 


| oft was abroad ga- 
thering Mannab,or elſe they might lye 
in ambuſh in the wildernes for the hoſt 
abour y place wher the Manoah fell:yet 
foraltheir danger ( & notwithfianding 
they had many ſkirmiſhes in y wilder- 
nes) wee ncuer read y this was any dif- 
aduantage vnto the. The Lord fo wat- 


_ched them & theirs, that neuer by their 


gathering of Mannah nor in that time 
and place they wer diſparaged., no 
nor ſet vpon : for the eye of the Lord is 
moſt ypon them y ar neareſt vnto him. 
Set thy ſelfe to. gather Mannah in the 
miniſtry thou ſhalt not faile of Geds 
protection. And this the Prophet Da- 
id in the ſecond place teacheth in the 
verſfollowing, For God's the Sun and 


ſhield. And hereby he prouoked himſelf 


often. into the preſence of God in the 
aſſemblies, and the rather in that now 
he was fo hunted out of cuery — 
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and euery day brought him more dan- 
ger then other,that there was often but 
a ſtep between him and death; hee had 
great cauſe to long after that defence 
and: ſafety which the Lotd reacheth 
out to ſuch as haue 'liberrye "with 
good heartes to werſhip before him in 
his Temple. Thirdly,ftrong conſolation Comd 
 foral conditions of life, even ſuch'as 0- &,..n con. 
therwiſe would be moſt yncofortable. Jdiions, 
5" For when thepeople of God are com- 
paſſed with ſuch iudgements and ter- 
_ rors, whether without or within them, 
as they cannot tell what way to turne 
_ them when changes of ſorrowes come 
thicke and threefold one imthe neck of 
another; when whole armies of temp= 
tations: befiege them; ſo as they ſee no — 
way of iſſue & eſcape: here are they in- 
couraged to ſet their cies ypon y Lords - 
who pittying them as a father the child 
which he loueth;wil not ſuffer chem ta 
fink in their ſarrowz but holds them vp 
by thechin , thar they periſh not in 
theirtrouble, For heere come they to 
know 1. thx the Lords manner is firſt 
to giue ſtrength, andthen the burden 
\ ſhal not bee aboue thar ſtrength. 2. 
FLIES 04S &- on 
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| Rom. 8.28, allthings fall out to the beſt to them that 


= 


that the Lord muſt rule in his houſe, 


ang neceſſarily muſt adminiſter our of 
his juſtice as wel correQion as reward, 
and draw eueu his deare ones ynto 
him as vell by the rods of men, as by 
the cords of loue ; which is a fingular 
prop vnto their patience.So as they can 

e wel contented ynder it. 3, y though 
their troubles be neuer ſo grear, yet he 


- Will deljuer them out of al in due ſeaſs. 


4 that he wil make theſe afflitions ſo- 
ueraign and wholeſom vnto them; and 
turn cuen their ſufferin gs to their beſt 


foxe God. Thus the Lord maketh good 
his promiſe to ſuch as conſcionably 
Ia 66.13. ſeeke him in his ordinance,as oc whons 

| | Plalttg. his mother comforteth ſo ſhall you in leru- 
92» 


ſalem, Whereas ifthe word were not 
their comfare they were ſure to periſh 
in their trouble, | re 
Beſides here the peaple of GO D 
reape the comfort of their prayers; 
for as a King receiueta petitions 
at the Court; or as a maiſter of a fa- 
mily is ready to heare and receiue all 
the complaintes and requeſtes of his 
children and ſeruantes 2 euen fo the 
: $29 >> 000g 
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LORD in this houſegiueth free ac- 
eſſe ynto him-ſelfe; and for their in- 
* couragement herein freely promiſeth, 
that hee will bee ready to heare”rheir 
prayers , behold their fighs, purtheir 
rearcs into his bottle*, tend no -man_ 
awaie emptie. , and caſt noneinthe 
reeth for his importunity ſoit bee gui- 
ded aright. WEL 
Seeing thererfore that heere are 
ſuch conſolations ro bee attayned as 
the whole Worlde beſides cannor 
giue , nor take away ; ſo certaine, 
o ſeaſonable, ſo ſpiritual! , ſo' perpe- 
tuall : Which of. vs haue not as much 
reaſon to: wiſh the fruition of ſuch © 
a | Gy preſence of GOD were 
it but for one day , aboue all other 
all our dayes. as Daxid did? This 
holy man well knewe that one day 
was but ſhort in compariſon of ma- 
ny dayes : Butvyer their reioycin 
with the Church in the Church af- 
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 femblyes for one. daie was -worthie | 
.% ly to bee preferred before the re- 


ioycing of many dayes withour 
the -Church ; in that the waighe of 
this ioy reco mpenſcd the ſhomnes mw 
| Es ſclfe 
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| 72 
ſelf ; & counteruailed the length of the 
other, being yoſpeakably glorious. This 
thisd priviledge is that w he inthe thjrd 
place mentioneth-s a fteele pur to his 
affetion;where in the next verſ he ad- 
deth that the Lord is ( »at onely the Smvs 
_ &-ſhield)but grace in his church,tharis, 
gratioully accepteth in his Chrift,x.the 
perſons, and then the prayers of ſuch as 
are aſſembled in ſpirit & truth to wor- 
ſbip him and call yppon his name. 

Fourthly , Bleſſednes and ſaination W 
is not ordinarily out of theſe afſemblies 
to be attained, A true ſaying it is, that, 
nene can haue God his father,that hath 
not the church for his mother, neither 
can any teſtjfic himſelfe a childe of the 
Church ; but by the dutiful acknow- 
ledgment of hir whenſocuer God 
ſhewes hir face. Whe Lacob was awake 
out of his ſleepe in which the Lord 
had appeared vnto him -; Hee faid, 
This is the houſe of GOD, this is the 
gate of heauen , in hke manner may 
wee conceiue and ſpeake of theſe pla. 
ces in which: it pleaſeth the LOR D 
ſo gratiouſly . to appeare vnto. vs; this 
is no other then the gate ; theſe are 
| "7 +," = 0m 
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ſurely the ſuburbes of heauen; Out of Per portam 


| bojnein her. And this laſt was not the 
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the Churchis no ſaluation, whoſocuer F67 ”=—_ pt 
remained without the Ar ke, ( g tipe of portam far 
the viſible Church) was drowned; The ;agif 4u- 
Lord-ſaueth none whom he firſt adderh guft.de reme 


' not ta the Church. And the Scriptures p9re/erm, 


attribute' ſaluatjon ( byt yet miniſteri- 137 


ally) tothe wombe,breſts,and lappe of 


x 


the Church, which is the Motherof vs Gal.4.26, 


£ z 


all. And of Sas is it ſayd;that many are 


"a 


Plal. 87: 5» 
leaſt motiye which ſirred in our holy 


| Prophetthelſe inſtant deſires. The Lord 


5 grace and glory; not onely becauſe 

the Lord is the glory of his people, 
here andhereafrer ; Nor that onely in 

the Church the Lord reucileth his glo- 
ric;but alſo becauſe he leadeth his chil- 

his wiſdome appointed, ; 

- Nowconlidering the places where. 
on our feete ſtand are holy-ground,the  ** 
perſonspreſent holy and glorious; rhe = 
duties performed _ and fpirituall ; 


dren ynto it by the meancs there by 


thepriuiledges of Gods people ſo grow> 


crous'and aboundant in all theſe re- 


gardes, can we doe lefſe then wiſh our 
portions and ſhares in them? and doth 


74 
it not- now ſeeme a moſt reaſonable 
and religious wiſh to ſpend if it were 


ſand elſe-where ? or ſhall wee ill 
neede many goads to prouoke vs to 
loue,or rejoyce in leruſalem, where wee 
may thus ſuck aud bee ſatiſfied with the 
GreFt of ber conſolation , where wee ma 
milke out and bee delighted with the 


Iſa,66,17. 
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brightneſſe of her glory ? 
!! View, If wee obs haue our hearts ju- 


bour muſt beeto ſee dayly further into 
| theſe beauties of Gods houſe, which 
1 may rauiſh our hearts with the loue 
= - of it aboue all other places in the 
earth, 
A good The Scriptures not in a ſew places ad+ 
har: would Vanceth and highly extolleth ſuch aſ- 
murne their ſcmblies as wherein God and his peo+ 
cyctothe ple are mette together to the former 
EK of purpoſes; and all that our hearts and 
$100" affeRions might bee mooued to en« 
quire and finde out ſuch excellencics 
here, as the mouth of the Lotd him- 
{elfc hath ſo frequently recommended 
VINO VS, F 
The 
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but one day here, rather then a thou- 


Rifie vs in this holy reioyſing , our la- 
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OR es 


7s 
The Prophet 7/ay - faith , that thelG@a.2, 
houſe of the Lord is prepared-inthe 
top of the mountaines , and cxalted 
zboue Jaw hills, _ place pehyingr 
ceiuve ſome light by that compariſon, 
which the Prophet Darid eats, lal,66,16 
berweene Mount Sion and mount Ba- 
fan, and many other great hills. hy 
boppe yee ſo yee hills ? this it Gods: hill, 
By /Aountaines are meant the grea- 
9 teſt Empires , and moſt flouriſhing 
Kingdomes of the carth aboundcing 
With wealth and power; which all in 
 Baſan are made inferiour to : Stor : 
not that cither in ſpaciouſneſle of 
ground, or multitude, or gaodneſſe 
of people , or ſtrength, or riches, or 
outward pompe _ glory , S;qan was 
comparable to any of them: for the 
kingdome of Iſrael was the /ea5t 
and feweft, and as badge and wicked Deut 7.7, 
as any people vnder heauen + It was & 9:4+6s 
bounded and ſhure vppe in a ſmall 
modell and compaſſe of ground, and 
for ſtrength and power , came farre 
ſhort of the great kingdomes of 4{(- 
ſriaEgipt,coe, | 
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: How then was it ſo aduanced-and ex- 


alted-aboue the mountaines ? ſurely 
herein.'T bis is Gods hill; and ſomade 


high aboue all nations, in praiſe, name, 


and glory , Gods-dwelling in it'was 


the wealth, ſtrength and beauty, yea 


adde the bleſſedneſſe of it : for bleſſed is 
that land whoſe God is the Lord. Thus 
alſo was Capernanm ſaid to be lifted vp 
ynto heauen, onely in -regarde of the 
preſence', doQtrine , and miracles of 
Chriſt. So in our Bethels God himſelfe 
is the beauty and glory of-euery of 
them : his adminiſtration here farre ex- 
celling Salomen in all wiſdome, the ow- 
ner or it being the true Salomon, the 
God of [/zael,who as a great hoiiſho]. 
der, out of his goodnefle foſtereth,our 
of his wiſdome teacheth ,. out of his 
power ruleth,and out of his rich mercy 
tendreth the complaints and requeſts 
of euery one within his gates. In this 
houſe all the houſhould. ſeruants haue 
one liuery and garment, the righteouſl- 


 nefſe of Chriſt to cloath them; all feed 


at the ſelfe-ſame-ctable , and eate chil- 
drens bread: all have one elder brother 
Ieſus Chriſt rhe firſt borne of many 

EC brethren z 


FR, 5 FS 
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brethren : all haue one ſort of ſeruants, 
the Angels who nov onely-goe before 
them and at their heeles,but as a guard 
arepitched about them: all haue one 


inheritance , and become heyres and 


felldv heyres with Chriſt himſelfe. 
The wiſdome & glory of which whole 
adminiſtration if we could as well be- 


hold as the Queene of Sebadid the or- © 


ders in Salomons Court: we could not 
bur account them bleſſed , that might 
here be admitted into place of ſeruice; 


to heare the wiſdome of the King of ' 


glory, and Prince of peace, who dwel- 
leth within theſe euerlaſting doores: 
Which heauenly delights while men 
know not, no. manuile if they affe&t 
them not, But on the contrary, one 
comming to behold them in any eui+ 


dence , as little maruaile js it, if with - 


Dazuid they would enioy them 'with 


exchange of all carthly pleaſures. For 


who is it which hath neuer ſo little 
taſted of the goodnefle of God, that 
loues not the Lerds habitation,and the 


place where his honor dwelleth ? yee * 


that thirſteth not afrer God' and' his 


riuers 


preſence, as the Hart brayeth after the Pal 


43.I- 


tiuvets of water? | 

| Secondly , if our hearts bee ſourid 
in this reioyſing, then can wee not 
but in heart as affetion joyne our 
ſelues vpon all good occaſions vnto 
the Church of Eo in her meetings, 
2s fuch as wonld pertake of her pri- 
uiledpes, for this is 4 note of a con= 


AQ. 2. 42. uerted perſon, The beleewers continned 
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in the eApoſiles _—_— __ fellows 

p, and breaking of bread and pray 
ws duce if ſuch A tyra of YA 
fortes of people , and fuch as could not 
finde their names in the genealogie, 
came out of e/£gmt, and out of Ba- 
bilon with the Iſraelites , onely be- 
cauſe they faw GODS blefling fol- 
lowing that people : How much more 
ſhould wee bee provoked to ioyne 
our ſelues to ſuch ſocieties as are aſ- 
ſemibled to worſhippe him in fſpirie 
and trath: ſeeing it is not any tem» 
potall blefling ” which runncs into 
oureye , but ſpirituall and erernalt; 
neithet 'any out-warde. pritiledge, 
which wee alone may make account 
of (as they) but ſuch as REG 
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and heatenly ; yearſuch as riyſerh vs 


yntothe condition of the ſonnes of the xx, 6. . "26 


&uing God, "Teng 

Bur thoſe mens hearts are not 
right within them that neede but the 
wagging of a ftrawe to keepe them 
from Church, much lefle of thoſe 
who' place their felicitic in turning 
away from GOD , from his ordi- 
natices, and the place of his true wor- 
ſhippe, what-ſo-cuer their pretences 


may bee. And heete it ſhall not bee. 


amiſſe to tneete with ſome of them, 


eſpecially ſuch as: are ſcarcely to' be. 
Preachers 


mette with-all euen there where 
ſome' writers -haue to verye fruite- 
full: purpoſe fer them-ſclues ro an- 
{were the moſt obicRions: of this 
kinde, A | 


t. And firſt: to: admoniſh” ſuch *Y 


neede no other thing ther theyr 
owne wilfulnefſe ro excommunicate 
and baniſh them<ſelues from the houſe 
of God, and afſemblies of the faich- 
full, Of theſe the firſt ſorte profeſle 


themſelues touched with zeale of che Seperators, 


gloryof G OD: they hauc ro tx 
"* 7 '+ the 
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Confats 


the wilde beaſt of the Forreſt to haue 
broken downe our hedge , throwne 


- ourpale to the ground ; and with a 
. . prophane foote , troden downe and 
rooted yp all our holy things; they ſee 
no beauty, but all deformity and na- 


kednefſe in our Churches; which yet 
they will not vouchfafe that name; but 
ſties of vncleane beafts, cages of filthy 
birds,and rudiments of Babilov, Thus 


they vexe themſelues aboue meaſure, 
in ſeeking Miniſters, callings,people of \þ- 


God, and Churches: and becauſe they 


cannot finde a man in the marker, they 


ſeperate from our afſemblies. 


Tris ineugh To which 1-anſxer, thatthoughit be 


for thy 


heanen. 


not the condition of our er any Church 


Churchto (be freefromall blemiſh and fporte, 
be without 

ſpotte or CO We, 2 WM 
Tigeble in pably deluded, that can eſpy no beau- 
tie therein. What ? is our Mother fo 


yctis hee as blinde as a Mole, and pal- 


black as ſhee hath no comlineſſe? or 
becauſe perhaps ſhe wants ſome beau- 
ctic,hath ſhee loſt her face ? ſure I am, 
that where there is the face of Godin 
the midſt of his people there is aface of 
the Church: and where God is preſent, 
there is the houſe of God : But in our 

| aflen< 


n. 
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afſemblies wee haue God preſent tes- 
ching his people: yea wee haue Chriſt 
preſent in the. word and Sacraments, 
Euen crucified before our eyes ,,who is 
the image of his Father . Wee haue the 
preſence: of the bleſled' ſpirit of God 
(which they cannot deny) enlightning 
the ynderſtandings,ſoftning the hearts, 
comforting the conſciences;z powring 
forth his graces of faith ,of hope, > 
loue;and that in aboundant manner in 
this his owne: ordinance: ypon many 
thouſand foules which are dayly added 
vnto the Church © and therefore what. 
ſocuer wee yet want ,Jet vs thankfully .. 
acknowledge that wee: want nor the 

preſence ofBadihor the houſe of God, 
nor the face of God , before which his 
people preſent themſelues with liberty, 
and protection ioyning together in the 
pure worſhip of his name, to his end-= 
lefle praiſe,and their owne vnſpeakable 
wy uh 7 | | S111 25 

- Howtſoeuer therefore Sathan work- 
eth according to his accuſtomed craft 
to trouble: our fight; let vs bee more 
wiſe and wary then to bee ledde from 
the beholding of the _ of py 
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ſo-wilfully depart from this our reioys 
nd let ſuch as are ſo readye to | 
bee miſlead; acknowledge viith v6 5 
fulneſſe their ſpirituall father that be= Þ, 
gat them to God: their Mother the 
Church that bare them : her brefts 
the Teſtaments that gaue them milke, 
and that ſhee is not ſince their birthe 
fo weakened, but that ſhee is as able 
to preſerue them as to bring theni 
forth 2 and to feede them with ſtron= | 
ger meate , ſo to bring themto their || 
tallneſſe in Chriſt. | 
Recuſants, 2. An' other forte of them who 
wilfully by excommunicating them- 
ſelues out of our afſemblies , deliuer 
them-ſelues to Sathan,are Popiſh mmin- 
ded perſons, who becauſe they cannot 
ſee neither their lirtle breaden God in 
our Sacraments ; nor their wooden 
Puilded Gods in our worſhippe: and 
ecauſe they cannot heare G O D 
 JpeakeLatinin onr Churches ; nor our 
Miniſters inuocating Saints and An» 
gels in our Prayers : therefore ſure _ 
OD: 
nor 
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necre are no faore-ſtcppes of G 
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as the rudemetits of his 


nor ſo much 2s the £:5,5tath 
- agd' ſeruice-/2 hence they 


worſhipp Papifh 
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worde , Sacraments. , Prayers ,:and their od 
Church fſernice js and ioyne;'them- becauſe 
felues in 4. worſhippe wherein they they cannot 
neede not. bee at the paines to ſeeke mo__ 

a God fitting ſo hiph-as. inthe bea- © 

uens , ſeeing, they can haue; tim at 
home in a boxe $ who if hee: chance 
to putrific or corrupt ; or bee}deuou- 
red of Mice, they-can haut anew one 
-made by the. Pricft and Baker toge- 
thereverp dara: 0G! eng pinks, SNL 
; A worſhipp in -which-if they haue Implicit 
no knowledge;no faith of their owne, fanb. ' 
the knowledge. and :faith of ' the 
Church will-beſteede them; nay if 
they can belecue as the Church be+ 
leeues , although they knowe / nor 
What. the Church dooth belecue's a 
worſhippe| wherein if they  neyther 

can praye them-ſclues, nor yer gette 
CHRIST. to bee an intercefſor 

for them 2: yet they cannie 'procure 

x thouſand Mediatours beſides of 
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Szints,:Angels 7 3 and if .theſe (hou! 
faile, they. baue the Virgin ary at'a 


dead lift ro command her fonne in the 


_.. right. of a Mother to: clemencie . A 


| worſhip-wherein if: they: can neither 
abſtaine»from finne, nor'yet repent of 
 itincruth, yer if they can pay well; a 
" little pennance. ſhall acquit them.” A 

worſhip: wherein if they neuer were 
 £ood,, nor did good : yettheir Church 
| ry treaſurie , which ( vpon another 
condition,) can ſupply them of good 
workes., which ſome man who in'his 
life time was too good bequeathed 
.- to:ſuch.purpoles.. Oh yaine worſhip, 

and full of deluſion, notmore planks 
ble tothe corrupt nature of man, chen 
diſhonorable to the high Maicſtic of 

And were theſe things true , who 
could blame him rhat hath reſolued 
to live and dye a Papift? bur alas that 
poore ſoules ſhould bee: held in fuch 
chaines of darkneſſe' and death! The 
| Lord in his good time open the pri- 
fon doores, and firike off the boults 
fromſo many as belong to him, that 
£1.20 they 
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*& 
they may ſee. them-ſelyes: et - free 
from ſuch. woefull eſtate, as: wheres 
in. they laye. bound by. Sathan and 


his- inſtruments, euen'. ynderx\-damna-» 


colon, Peck 
Cclon. "MOT ; + +9, ta er+ 


And yet more fearefull is the cons 
dition of ſuch of them as haue had 
their - error diſcoyered. by: the'\cleere 
ſunne-ſhine of the-Goſpell! ,' and yet 
are ſetled vporr their lees' , ypon no 
better ground: then like fo many Bar- 2.Sam, 19. 
zillaes, that they' haue beene-1ſo long 35+. 
accuſtomed to the worſe, that they 
deſpiſe the better ; their ſences are 
paſt them , 'they cannot .taſte the 


truth , they cannot ſee the 'wiſdome 


of GOD ſhining round about them, 


 they-cannot heare. the voyce of the 


charmer ; in Gilead they will dye, 
before they will chooſe | to live in 
Teruſalem : in ſuperſtition they. be= 
oan ; they continue in error ;- they. 


will dye/in- wilfull blindnefſe,, - and 


will bee buryed in the graues of the 
1dolatric of their fore-fathers. £ 
+.- The Lord once appeared to /acob, g.. .. 5 


but hee was not aware of it , the 
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reaſon was" becauſe kee was a ſleeper 
the Text ſaith. Then [Jacob awooke out 
of bis ſleepe and ſaid, ſurcly the Lordi 
9 this place ard I was not aware, and 
this is the caſe of many a ſuperſtitious 


n.. 1 
ar ppeareth vnto his /ſrael in 
Bethel inhhis houſe : but they are nor 
aware of, him, they ſec him not, they 
will not. helecue hee is among vs. 
But what is the reafon ?'not becauſe 


ee is not there ; bue becauſe they 


arca fleepeand in their dreames ; but 
if ever G OD awaken them, the 
will bee able to vrter [acobs confeſl- 
on 3 and vypon better adviſe to ſay: 
How fearefull is this place ?.It is no other 
but the houſe of God, and-this is the gate 
2. Orhers are more prophane and 
fecure , then wilfull and refraCtarie, 
and though not fo much hatred, yet 
little more loue bewrayeth it felfe 
in them'then in former ſortes : and 
leaſt they ſhould ſeeme alſo to bee 
madde with-our reaſon; they are not 
without ſundry coulours and preten- 
fes which they thinke arc rezſonable 
| inough, 
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inough to abſent them-ſelues from 


our aſſemblies. And therefore. they 
aske; Whar can wee not bee Chriſti= 
ans vnlefſe wee trotte ſo often ro 


Church? haue wee not the Scriprures 
and other good bookes ar home to 


reade vppon , can wee not praye at 
home ? ES. 


eAnſ. They may aſwell aske 3 Can 


wee not haue an harueſt vnlcſle wee 


Ob, 


Good chri« 
Rijans cans 
be heae 


haue a ſeede time ; and raine, yeathe ,;, ;, the 


firſt and latter raine ? or can wee 
not live valefie wee haue meate ? I 
ſay no : No more canſt thou bee a 
Chriſtian vnlefle thou take the ordi- 


nary meanes appointed by G OD, 
and ynleſſe thou ſubic& thy ſelfe 


Church, 


to that-pollicy and order which God - 


hath ſer in his Church , Wouldeſt 
thou goe for a good ſubie, and yer 
not ſubmit thy ſelfe to any of the 
Kings lawes ?: God hath fer vs apub- 
licke miniſterie in his Church , and 
hath appointed Paſtors, & teachers for 
thy gathering if thou belongeſt to lifes 
and is it meet that any priuate exerciſe 
ſhould crofle ſo publicke ordinances ? 

+Gw i No 


B88 
No the wiſdome of GOD admitteth 
no ſuch inconuenience in making his 
lawes ,and deliuering his orders vato 
his Church, | 
Ob. Burt though it cannot bee de- 
ied, bur itis ſome-times good tro goe 
heare a Sermon : yer what necde ſo 
much preaching? what , would men 
whe 75” haue vs Saints on earth? our fore-fa- 
thers ( who wee hope are well , and 
wiſh our ſelues no better ) never were 
A needlefſs froubled with Sermons,and our ſclues 
aliegation” haue lived ſome thirtie, fortie, fiftie, or 
thatſlo Hixtic yeares in good caſe and credir, 
_ Prez*and yet were neuer ſo forward: to'run 
| cg . har to Sermons; wee hopeto GOD wee 
I) fl can learne to loue God aboue all, and 
A - our neighbour as our ſclues , and pray 
co God,and carry good hearts to God+ 
ward withour all this a doe, wy 
- Azſw. Caul belecue any man that 
ſaith he ſeeth, when I ſee him ſhut his 
eyes ? can I thinke that a man hath 
any true knowledge of God, who de- 
fireth not to. growe in grace, and in 
the knowledge of the Lord IESVS 
CHRIST? How can I belecue thar 


that man is in earneſt, or if hee bee 


his 
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89 25S 
thathee-is in his wittes thatſhall-thus * 
plead againſt his life; I hope I haue ea« 
ten-meate ynoughheretofore, and got 
ftrengch ynough and now] need no 


| 
' 
$ -: 
$ 


more: and therefore 1 will :neuer-eate | 
more ,nordrinke more while Tine :if a FE 
frantick man ſhould come to ſuch con= [3 
cluſions , any man might ſay well thou 
ſhalt then liue but a while;  Doſt thou | 


not ſee this holy Propher who was ad- 
vanced both in knowledg and holynes 
aboue the moſt living; and dweltas an: ' 
Angell inthe World;yer did not he ac- 
knowledge himlelfe greatly to ftandin 
necd of itirring vp by theſe meanes gi- 
uen of God for that end? And yer thou 
a man of little or no faith,a nouice and. 
pertie inthe ſchoole of Chrift,if yer F 
euerentred(t into it,art fo ful and come % 
| plece as thou cant or needeſt go No The jgno- {3 
| further. | \ rance of 
As for thy fore-fathers they had not ouraee.,-; |} 
the meanes as thou haſt : and if any of Te 6es ; 
them periſhed without them , yer their  FAacs Pos 
Kripes are fewer then thine ſhall bee arkers, _ 
| whocontemneſt them. If they had had theirs was . 
| lars oftred, iris likely they would fimple, , 


aue becne more fruitful in them, or 27.00" 
. fied, 
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| * TIfnotjithadnotbene for their eaſe(no 
it morethen thine)to haue diſpiſed them, 

| And lamentable ir is to ſce how men ] 

| ſuffer ſatan to ouer-reach them in a 

Y matter of ſuch moment as is their free ſ 

W  ,  holdinheauen. If anyman had houſe, : 
oo” land or legacy befalling him, would he 
;15_ reaſon thus? Why I care not for it 1 
_— | have lined now 40, or 50, yeares well I 
fl  _ ynough &in good credit without it; I i 

ti | am too old now to change my eftate | 

bl | although for 5 better;neuer man made I 
Wi ſuch a fooliſh reaſon: & yet ſuch fooles ' 
"0 are men that vppon this groundthey r 

| ſtand againſt their greateſt,ſpiritual and c 
eternall good, Wheras it they had the k 

wiſdome ef men in them , they ſhauld y 

rather thus canclud:haue I al this while ti 

lived without knowledge of God, faith it 

in Chrift,conſciece of my waiesoh it is if 


high time now to awake out of ſleepe, \ Þ: 
Not eaſily And to ſuch as can cafily learn to loue 

lernedto God aboue all and the neighbour as b 
love God themſclues;it is not a thing ſo ſoonler= \ & 
aboue 21& nd as they pretend, Is euery man a | 


= lope o50d maſon or carpenter that canſay, | &t 
ſelfe, know as much as the beſt worke- 
man can teach or tell me , to build an q 


houſe 


| 9t Py 
houſe is but tolay the foundation, and 
Jay on theroof:or is he therfore a good 
husbandman y can fay,Iknow as much 
as the -beſt husbandman can teach mes 
for what. is husbandry elſe but to ſow 
and to reape ? Bur heere a meane con» 
ceit will reply and fay,yea but there are 
yery many thinges required. before a 
man can do either of theſe two workes:. 
whichif you know not you can neuer 
bee commendable neither in the one 
nor the other, So 1 ſay a number of 
thinges 80 before the loue of God and 
the neighbor,as faith,repentance,pray- 
er,knowled ge of Gods will and werd, 
knowledge” of Chriſt in whome our 
workes muſt finde acceptance: & mote 
theſe duties of loue mult bee expreſled 
in infinite ations through the whole 
life,all which ifa man bee nor particu-' 
larly inftraRed in, his loue of God and 
his neighbor is but in word and tongue, 
bur there is noe deed nor truth in ci- 
wb; wt oboe 
And for their prayer which the hope | 
they can acceptably performe,the truth 
is,let them pray and faſt toit,to long as 
they twrne bor cares from hearing tha 
| Lavv 


law : ſuch prayers are not only reiefted 
Pro.25.9- bur A bomninable As iecwokle as the 
feruent prayers of thoſe' deyvout woe 
men that would haue toned Parl.And 
laftly,wheras their hearts ar ſo good to 
God-ward, in that alſo F ſpirit of God 


"of giveth chem the lye,who affirmeth hat 
a without knowledge the minde is not 
i O64: But if I hadan Angell to teach 


| me,or ſome more excellent and power- 

=_— full meanes then this of hearing a weak 

of and fraile man;then I would heare, be- 
lecue and obey, | 

> _ eAnſe This indeed is an old ſub- 

Gods ordi« j11je of the diuell by which hee hath 


x90” ac in all ages mightely hindered the 


by an An» ynbeleecuers. +54 # 
gl. The prophets them-ſelues ſeemed in 
Way, 49:6: the eyes of the people too ſmall toraize 
vppe the tribes of lacob,and to reſtore the 
dfolations of lirael And the rich mans 
brethren would rather bee taught by 
one from the dead, then by Moſes and 
the Prophets. And therefore ſeeing this 
deceipt ſecretly ſtealethyppon mavy a 
manzand is not ſo cuidently diſcouered 
| as 


by man,not worke- of the word in the heartes of 


s 


as it profitably may bee; T will indeuor 
the more fully ro manifeſt both the fol- 
1y and falſhood'of it. £; 

 'Andfiſt Tay this is a fooliſh con- 
ceit of reſtleſſe ſpirits, who yer take vp= 
pon them to bce wiſer then God him- 
ſelfe : whoſhowſoeuer the word might 
ſeeme to carry much more authority in 


themouth of an Angell, then of an or- 


dinary Miniſtet , who'1s.buta weake 
man yet)herein bewraied his infinite. T. 
mercy. 2, loue. 3, wiſdom,in eſtabliſhing 


this holy ordinance , & no other perpe- 


tually to continue in his church ynts 
the end of the world, © | 

His mercy ſhineth out in this ; that 
knowing our infirmity,and wherof we 
are made,it pleaſeth him to condiſcend 
ynto it. Hee might by terrible voyces, 
out of lightnings, thunders and earth- 
* anger oe as would breake the rocks 
themsſelues before him, force our obe- 
dience, or ſend his Angels furniſhed 


- with power and ftrength for the pre- 


ſent execution of vengeance vppon all 
ſuch as deny their Sreferic obedience to 
their word : but in compaſſion vnto vs 
hee chooſeth to teach vs by a til 
PT voyce 


Gods mer< 
cy herein, « 


n ———_—_——...4. 


CONES 


I +1 | b=OF i 

1/88 voyce. ; bya more familar andfitte'in= 

[/Þ] firuQtion tor vs , euen byſuch as our 

| 'F {clues , of our owne nature : fatre mee- 

| i terfor our weakenefle then if he ſhould 
(44 either in his owne Maieftie teach ys; + 
[i cr by natures fo farre ſuperiour vnto 


vs as the Angels, And rhis appeared 
plainely in gining the law, when the 
pcople once hearing the voyce of God 
came trembling to oyſes , and made 
requeſt in theſe wordes. Tatke thou 
with vs and wre will heare , but lette not 
God talke with vs , leaſt wee die: andit 
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h was generally receiued of old ; that if 
'F any man did either heare this z2yce; or 


Dut,5 +26, ſee the face of the great Goa :the Sreat 
Tudg, Ize glory would ſo ouerwhelme him, 
37%  thar ſurely hee could not line afker it. 
Yea<Moyſes him-ſelf could not haye 
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beheld the back-partes of the LORD, 
ifrhe L ORD had not hidae him in the 
cleft of a Rocke , and conered hin: with 
tis handiill hepaſſed by. bo, eter 
Gods lous His loue towards man manifefteth 
herem. ir ſelfe heerein : that hee vouchſaferh | 
to putre his voyce in the mouth' of ) 
man , rather then of Angels, Whar an 


aduancement is it to the nature of ar 
RINTIGE "oo 3 
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that the high GOD ſhould ſanifie 
their ary to deliuer his good plea- 


ſure to the ſonnes of men? co betruſt 
them with ſuch high mifteties;and mat- Tha 
ters of ſuch blefſed and ſaring vie to : "Dai 
them-ſelues and athers? 11 11 IFNG. 

His wiſdome diſcouereth-it ſelfe  PORPIOY 


this ordinance ſundry waies. 1. In that 3 + © 
teaching man by man heepreucnteth ggq hercin, 
the danger of deceipt and deluſion 

which wee ſhould lye open'ynto-if we 

ſhould bee taught by reuelations , or 

viſions , or appearance of Angels. For 

Saran is an Angel of light ; hee can alſo 

aſſume hima body ; and .in'it by Gods 
permiſſion broch lies,and as though he 

wete among the ſonnes of God, father 

them vpon God. Bleſſed be that wiſe- 

dom of God y hath deliuered ys a more 

ccrt:iin word ofthe Prophets & Apoſts 

tes, ſhutting out al rouing Evtha/iaſmes 

& reuelations not contained within it 

ſelfe; and hath ſerte yppe a Miniſtry in 
which his Church ſhall bee taught 
by 'man , ſubie& indeed to error 
but farre lefſe dangerous then the 
former ; in that wee haue-a cer- 
taine rule to trye the Spirites by. 
"Des y whether 
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whether they bee of God or no: accots 
ding 'towhichrule and wordeif they 
ſpeake not,there is no light in them; 


-: Second, hereby | hee ſhewerth the 
mighty power of the word which (al- 


_ though it ſeeme in the hand of a weake 
man,a fooliſh meane of mens conuerſi- 


on)yet by this fooliſhnes of preaching rhe 


3; Cor 4.7. Lord ſaweth ſuch as beleene.: This Paul 


teacheth. Fe have this treaſure in ear- 


then veſſels.that the. excellency of that 


power might bee of God {that is knowne 
to bee of God ) and not of vs - and this 
onething hath confounded all chewif- 
dome of fleſh,to ſee ſuch weake and wite 
and d:ſpiſed thinges' bring ſuch great 
things to paſſe, + 

- Andthus all the glory of the worke 
of conuerfion ;' redoundeth vnto God, 
to whome indeed of right it appertai- 
neth. 'This the Apoſtles vſually rurned 
off that praiſe & glory which menpre- 
poſterouſly: would hate faſtned vppon 
them; that all the power of their word 
and workes might bee-aſ{cribed-rvnto 
God.'When Petey had healeda Cripple ., 


that lay at the beautifvll-gate: of the 
AQ, 3-12-Temple:; all the people came ru 


nning, 
and 
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and gazing on him and /zhr,too much 
admiring their perſons from whome 
they had ſcene ſuch an'cuidentworke: 
which when Peter perceived, he checks 


eththeir:ignorance. Yea men of litael, 


hy lacke you ſo fteafaſt'y on v5.45 thouph 
_ Anion power dnendiints he _ 
this mango? And wiſheth them to look 
ypward-to-the God of Abraham, aac 
ard Jacob.who had gorge bis ſonng Jes 
' ſu5;zin whoſe name they had done this ms 
rarle. © » | | 
| i So likewife when Pawlat Lyſtrahad aa x 4; 
healed another lame man : the people 11.15. 
conceiuing that the Gods were Com 
don ne in the likeneſſe of men , brought 
their Buls with garlands, & their chiefe 
Prieſt to offer ſacrifice to him and Bar- 
zabas : which when the Apoſtles ſaw, 
they rent their clorhes and ſtaid them 
from F hornble Idolatry. Oh men why 
doe yea theſs things? V Vet are enen men 
ſukiett tothe Lhe paſſions that ye bee, and 
ſo proceeded to preach the true God, 
and his ſon Chriſtvnto:them , Euen fo 
when men behold ſuch mighty powet 
in that word which is Ws by 
men ſubie to the ſame paſſhons with 
2:t-m1 - FM: them-{clues 
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chem-fclues; that itis able to: conquer : 


the whole world and bring it to the 
knowledge and obedience of chriſt; to 


ſubdue nature and corruption of it; yea 


battercth the ſtrongeſt holds of fatan 


oy 


and deſtroyeth his Kingdome : eaſi- 
ly may they conceiue there is more 


power with it then any.can bee in 


ſuch poote mien, and thatis indeed 


the power & ſtrong arme of almightie 
God. BN... | "3p 

3. The wiſedome of GOD khere- 
by would proue and try our obedy- 


ence , whether we will heare his Mini- 


| ers beeing men like our ſelues, no o= 


therwiſe then wee would heare him- 
ſelfe , or Chriſt, or an Angel ſpeaking 


from heauen. Whether we wit receiue 


Gala,4.14 his Miniſters as the Galatians did Paul. 


Hee came and preached inthe frailtic 
and weakneſſe of fleſh, yet they diſfpi- 
ſed him not, nor abhorred him; but re- 
ceiued him as an Angel of God, yea as 
Chrift him-ſelfe : not conſidering ſo 
much the meanes of their perſons , as F 
truth of their dorin,which muſt be as 


_ carefully received, and as certainly held 
as if Angels from heauen , or Chrift 
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| him-ſelfe did-deliver it, Yeathe Apoſt=: 
le Paul is peremptory that ifan Angel 
ſhould come:trom heauen and crofle as: 
ny whit ofhis doctrine by reaching ei: 
thet a:contraty;or another doftrin them: | 
he did/be nuiſt be held accurſed, © |: -\Gah1-Þ- 

O06. 1t will bee heete alledged that- 
indeed they might ſo certainly receiue 
Pauls doEttine on his word, forhe was! 
priutledged that he couldinot er in deli 
ucring itas,our ordinaty miniſters may.” 

en, To which Ianfwer that euen 
we(ſccondarily)areto be heard and re-: | 
cciued with the ſame refpett and cer-" 
tainty ſo farre forth as wee follow and 
deliuer to the Church the doctrine of' 
the Apoſtles, For herein wealſo are the | 
Angels of the Lord of hoſtes g and Ams-' ana.” +, 
baſſadors in the Flead of Chriſt. Fo Wan 

And all the partes of the Mini= 

firy in ourhands ( wee following the 


word ) are as ſure andinfallible be if 
an Angel or Chriſt from heauen ſhould 
executethem,If we threaten it is as if 


Lion of F Tribe of /udah ſhould roare : 


tf wecsfortirtis as ſure & ſweet ro the - ...., ® 
belecuing foule as if the Angels ſhould». 04: 
comfort-ys as they did Chrift in his. bl 
F 90113301668 H 2 agony 1 
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agonie, Yea or Chriſt him-ſelfe from 
heauen , as hee did the women that 
ſought him after hee was riſen. If wee 
admoniſh;exhort,perſwade,itis all one 
- asif Chriſt ſhould do it, who hath ſaid: 
be that beareth you, heareth me, And in 
euery of theſe the ſheepe of (brit hearc 
his vexce,who is the great paſtor of the 
' ſheepe,and not ſo much ours;and with 
heHouſe of Chriſt ſaith : this is the 
woice of my welbeloued. 
4.Hereby the wiſedom of God would 
giue vs to conceiuethart ſeeing wee are 
taught by man;the one half(as F Queen 
of Sebah ſpoke of Salowon) of the bleſ- 
ſednefle prepared for them F loue God 
tsnot,nor cannot while weliue here be 
made known to vs;ſceing it cannot en= 
ter into the heart of man, much leſle be 
vttered with his tongue, And therfore 
we ſhould raize vp our hearts after that 
ce blefied revelation, wherein Chriſt him= 
of Angels ſelfe ſhall become our teacher , and res 
is notto yeale ynto ys our full happineſſe, - 
a TIN - And further as the mercy, loue and 
&prote& Wiſedome of God hath eſtabliſhed this 
them m ordinance, ſo alſo it will nor be amiſle 


Preaching, i @ word to fee boy hee 


maintained 


hath ever 
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\ XOP, 
maintained this his owne order in his 


- And firſt. the Angels haue anothep 
office deſigned them by God in the 
Church'then-to vſurpe the” Miniſtry, 
And although the LORD 'imployed 
them in-priuate.meſſagesvnto priuace 
perſons; yer-Iremember'nor thateuer 
inthe publicke Miniſtry: their office 
Was topreacly, but to fermen on == 
ching , and'[preferue themin teachings 
weread that they were toreucale from 


God to his Prophets ſome part'of his 


will:which the Prophets were to deli- 
uerto the Church , bur the Church was 


not to depend on the miniſtry ofthe 


Angels buton y Miniſtry of man. One zach,2.4 


Angel commaundeth another to teach 
Zachary a prophecy which he muſt de- 


building -and repayring of the Citty 
and Temple,Go tell this young man, But 
nether of the'Angzels might publiſh this 
prophecie'ynto the church. 


- So the Eunuch ſitting ia his Chariot. AR,8,2 


"reading the 'Scriptires and not know- 
ing. what hee read; an Angel ſfen- 
deth Philip to teach him, But why 


— 


liver 'vnto the church concerning the - 
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calling deſtinated ynto man, 


you 
did not the Angel' teach the Eunuch 
him-ſelfe? Was it becauſe he could not? 
Orifhe could mighr not hee in ſuch an 
extraordinary time haue' ſaued Philip 
that tedious tourney between Gaza & 
Azotus,which were diſtant a ſunder a- 
bout fix & thirty miles? Yes hee could 


nor might not ; but ſendeth him an or- 
dinary meanes,teaching vs thatif there 
Þe a Philp wee muſt from him ſeek in- 
fruion,and not from the mouth of an 
WE int bt pit es $620 


AR,16, 9. - In like manner an Angelin 2vi1on 


Rood before Paul ike 4 man of Mace 


_ donia,praied him ſaying;come & belpe 
* ws: Macedonia; which was a calling 


of Paxtroteach that peopleiin the way 
of God. But why did not the Angell 
him-ſelfe in whoſe mouth the Word 


would ſeem to carry muchmore autho- 


Tity, and who would haue beene much 
more reſpected then Pax; why doth 
not hee go andpreach in Aaceaonia? 


4 | TI XX bs | Wu a 
- Surely becauſe it was as farce as his cal- 


ling extended to ſer Pa#/ to this buſi- 
nefle ;andherwould not meddle with 2 


haue taught him, but hee would nor, - 


- 


The 


193, 
The Lord Teſus him-felfe when he yn« 
dertook that funRion in, which hee:des 
clared»himlelf the chicfe Door ofhis 
church 5; would firſt take fleſh andbe-' 
come manzand in that fleſh declare his 
fathers name to his brethren; To which 
purpoſe the Apoſtle ſaith:that God #z: 
theſe laſt daies hath ſpoken by his ſon:that oF 
is very familiarly by his fon made nian;  '- +: 4 
. Yea further when he was afcended into © 
his glory, hee would from thence ſhew | 
him-ſelte powerfull to Paw/ to the caf> gg 5 , | 
ting him'to the ground, tof humbling **.. 
of his heart, by terror & aftoniſhment, 
and ſo to'the preparing and fitting of 
him ynto inſftrutio:burt when he comes 
£0 be taught he ſenderth him into the Cit- 
ty : he leaueth'al y funftienvnto Ana- 
3:ias, Wherin he expreſly in his own ex- 
ample tcacheth :chat- it-was his good 
- pleaſure that, that miniſtry: of Paſ- 
eors, and teachers which hee hadde 2 
little before his aſcenſion eſtabliſhed 
| in the Church, for the gathering toge- 
ther of his Saintes, for the worke of & 
the:Miniſtry and the edification of the , 
body of Chriſt ſhould bee inuiolably ,, .. ? 
Fate H4 preſcrued , : 
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204. 
preſerued in the Churchtillhis com 
ming - againe \, wherein wee- ſhall all 
meete: together-in the vnity-'of the 
faith and knowledge of the ſonne 
of GOD , ynto a perfeR:;man- and 
ytto the meaſure of the age of the 
_ ftlneſſe of Chriſt, + _m— 
Vnerue that (And laſtly as we haue already ſi:fficie 
thoſe who ently ſhewed the folly of ſuch who: wil 
would bee needs be wiſe 'aboue and zgainft God, 
pi. foalſoin one word the Scripture ſhews 
would be. Eth vs how-falſe that is which'they al. , 
lecue, Hedge. For thoſe who haue Afoyſerand 

- the Prophets:ad will not belecue the, 
weither wouls rhey l ekeene If one ſhoulde 
rome from the dead So weſay thatthoſe 
who: will not beiceue the: Lord ſpez» 
king in'our Miniſtery ,lette an Angel 
come from heauen, lette a diutH/come - 
from hell, yer: will they-:not beleeue. 
-And the reaſon is plainc; becauſe in the - 
begetting of faith wee muſt nor confie = 
der the .vaked word; butas it is joy- 
.ned- and accompanied with the 'ipi- 
mit of -GOD -whoſeworke x 3514 
4t' is, © Now ſecing thar- the {piric 
ordinatify worketh in the: meanes 
24 +; appointed 
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as ane by God; it followeth thar 
who-ſocuer defpiſeth the meanes-in 
which the ſpirit workerh, wanteththar 
ſpirirof God which ordinarily works 
eth not without thoſe meanes, which 
ſpitit ſo long as they want, they would 
not belceue Angels nor men, dead 
norliuing, neither 2oſes, northe Pros * 


; phets, neither Peter nor Pau, no nor |.. 


$4 4b _— ag 


freely offerethir/ſelfe vnco them; yet © 


will they nor diſeaſe them-ſelues to 4 
ſtirre ouer their threeſholds for ir . Sal- 4 


uation commeth almoſt eucry day cuen 
into theirhouſes, but they by ſhutring 
it out of doores make themſclues'vn- 
worthy of it, nay rather they will live 
ſtarke beggars,and dic in their fpirituall 
pouertie, 


pouertie, then recejue our treaſures of- 
fred them'freely. And truly too come 
mon is the experience of the lamenta- 
ble fruites' hereof in very many ( in 
their owne and others account ) Chri- 
ſtians, whoſe hearts and loues are full 
fraught with noyſome luſts threatning 
deftruRion ; that the field of Salomors 
Mluggard was.neuer more ouer-growne 
with weedes and thiſtles, and nettles; 
then the thoughts and courſes of theſe 


idle and ſluggiſh Proteſtants: with 
0 |  weedes of earthlinefle , voluptuoul- 
neſle, pride, enuie, atheiſme, hypocri- 


fie,and ſuch other not a few, moſt noy- 
ſome both for their fight, and ſent vn- 
to God and his people; and. all is be= 
cauſe their finfull negligence ſuffereth 
themnor to come vnder Gods pruning 
Enife in the miniſtery of the word, 
But that wee may ſec that idleneſſe 
hath ſewed her ſelfe ſome | x93 to 
lay her head on ; they alleadge it is an 
ynreaſonable weariſome thing to bee 
Fen to two ſermons cuery Sabboth 
day, and perhaps to one befide inthe 
weeke day: they know thoſe ( whom 
they truſt to God come to heauen)and 


Ob, 


yer 


207 


_ yethaueſermonsbut once amoneth at 
the moſt, or 'once in the quarter. , and 
one ſermon' well learned , wete farre 
better then all thispreaching. - ,.,:; -- 
-. -Azſw. Towhich i anſwer-:firft; if 
tuch men and women conceiued aright 
of this ordinance of God, and that in 
43t the Lord of this great houſe had ap=- 
nted vs bis Rewards to breake ynto 


reaſonings,ſauouring ſo rankely of the 
Meſh. For did wee cuer heare-a'man in 
his /wittes reaſon thus madly ? why 1 
hope! wee may liue with a great many 
fewer meales, then two cuery, day. I 
hope to eate-meate once jinamoneth, 
-Or-ONnce in 2 quarter were very ſuffici- 
ENT; and one meale well caten were 
better then all theſe meales. Now if 
-wee would thinke him mad that in ear- 


.neſt ſhould thus reaſon againſt his life : _ 


how. can weeithinke him any better, 
\thatypon noother ground is reſolued 


Þ 4oftaruchisſoulebeing his better part? 


[which yer-no leſſe needeth his dayly 
/bread then the bodye doth . . - The 
Jewes muſt goforth cucry morning 5 
ef ja ; iecke 
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Pifemily the bread of life; they would 
bee farre enough: from ſich. prophane : * 


Ex0.3 6.2 7 


ſecke Mannah, and to:garher it; which 
they did cheercfully: for alcthoughthey 
ſome-times ynthankfully fell out (like 
children with their meate , ) yet-it 
ſeemes they grudged not thcir labour 
of gatherivg it dayly :' nay whereas 
they were commanded to gather it on- 
ly on the ſixe yt, and in the fixt day 
double forit ſelfc and the ſeauenth, yer 
they runne out the ſeauenth day too, 
againſt the commandement to oather 
it. God might haue/giuen them an 
harueſt of Mannah once a yeare,as hee 
doth of graine vnto vs,or once a'quar- 
ter,or once a moneth :but his wiſdome 
ſaw it.good to put them to more paines 
eo gather it once a day.And wherefore? 


not onely becauſe hee would haue \ 


them depend vpon him for their daily 
bread : but alſo becauſe it was a type 
of Chriſt himſelfe , who is that tre 


Ich,6.48. bread which came dawne from heaness : 


» 


whome both they and all belecuers 
were daylyto hunger after, and Gdeyly 


: 4 


to ſeeke in ſuch means as himſelfe h 


appointed : as whoſe obtaining and 


finding is well worth our dayly paines 
and induftry.And furely the yery Jewes 


—_———— 


—_ 


- 
ey ads 
3 


ſhall riſe \vp in iudgement againſt all 
ſuch Chriſtians who will - bee: at no 
paines to ſceke: and finde Teſus Chriſt 
the true bread of life , of whom who. 
ſoeuer taſteth hee ſhall liue for every 
whereas the other: were ſo /painfull, 
without reaſonings to meete with that 
foode which was by a ſhadow leading 
vnto him - and of which our Saujour 
faith ; Toxr Fathers eate Mannah in the Tob,8.49 
wilderneſſe and are dead. PRE 
Secondly conſider whether the an- Ancient 
cient beleeuers came to heauen fo caft- belecuers at 
ly as our daintic Proteſtants meane to = Ion 
doe, Wee read that thoſe whowere to 
worſhip in the old Teſtament,muſt riſe | 
and get them out of their houſes , and 
build altars vnto the Lord: they muſt G1, 8 | 
bee both at paines and coſtesin the & c2p.26, 
ſervice of their God. So did Abraham, 25 8&cap, 
Iſaac, Tacob , and the Patriarches: and 353+ | 
after them all the while that the cere- 
moniall law ftood in force,euery male 
muſt thrice a yeare appeare before the 
Lord at Teruſalem , were his dwelling 
neuer {ſo remote or diſtant from the 
temple + yea they could goe marching 
forward wich-out, fainting through 
EE droughts 
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TIO, 
drotights and droppes, and would not 
give ouer vntill they mette the Lord 
in S707, 'Now if they tooke ſo much: 
paines to ſecke Chriſt in ſhadowes 
and obſcurity in compariſon ; it is ſure- 
ly worth our donble paines to enioy 
the ſubſtance ens ſhining bright= 
nefle of Chriſt , as at this day wee doe 
through the blefiing of GOD in 
admirable euidence and cleareneſſe; | 
But althongh the Lord hath granted 
ys liberty ro make ſhorter cuttes, and 1 
neede nor ſo tire ont ourſclues in weas t 

rie pilgrimage to ſecke his face,this is r 
our condemnation that wee will not 1 
ſcarce goc out of our doores to meete h 
with our GO D . The Queene of fe 
Saba that meaſured ſo many miles to 
heare the wiſdome of Salome? , ſhall 
certainely tiſe vppe in judgement - a- 
gainft our people , who bhauing a 
ITreater then Salomon here, are fo farre 

m admiring , that they deſpife and 
contemne his wifdome. | 
But not to goe firther in this point 
where bee the ſpirits of the faithfull 
martyrs-of the former age ; who haue 
paſſed the fire and watcr, and wo 
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and baniſhment, and all to: enioy our Fi 
liberties, which a' number of vs (their F 
poſteritie) count ſo ſlightly of as of the 
paring of our nailes? oo f- 
Yea, where are become our home- 14: 
borne, and ancient: profeſſors , who '] 
in the beginnings of the Goſpell haue 1 
accounted foure, fixe, tenne , or more | "I 
miles , a ſmall Sabboth dayes iourne | 
to heare a Sermon ? ſuch Gonbinetth | + | 
they found in the word, ſuch a ſweere 
face of God they beheld in his houſe, | 
that they would haue gone a foeote, W: 
nay bare-focte, rather then haue miſz # 
ſed of that comfort . Surely the Lord | 
hath either taken away ancient pro= | 
feſſors without ſucceſſion; or elſe our | 


eyes doe ſee a fearefull apoſtacie. [ 
Thirdly, confider here whether euer | | 
any idolaters were ſo idle and ſecure jg 9: i 
inthe worſhippe of their falſe Gods, Fill intheis | 
as many Chriſtians profeſſing the Idolattie 1} 
| worſhippe of the true G OD . And thenwein |} 
heere 1 might marſhall the-rankes ***<um. — || 
\ of olde and latter ones, to: whome 
\ no hbours, no'paines , no loſſes 
were accounted tedious or -bur- 
denſome ; cucn while they offered 
au? their 
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their ſweat and bloud alſo in facrifice 
to the Diuell. What ſhall I youms of 
thoſe who mingled the pirtifull cryes +» 
of their tender children with their 

Muſicke, while they were caſt jnto the 

fire to bee burnt vp in ſacrifice vnts 

the idoll Iolec? what of the trauells 
and paines of the Scribes and Phari- 

fes, that would compaſſe ſea and land 

to make a Proſeltte ? What of Baals 

Prieſts lancing and cutting theit fleſh, 

before theiridoll? * x} 

The blinded Papifts at this day whip 

them-ſclues , make their faces leane 

with faſting, waſte and: conſume their 

bodies with tedious pilgrimages to ſee 

ſome dead and rotten bones , and viſit 

ſome apiſh idols: ſhall now theſe fata- 

nicall feruices bee ſo auaileable to har- 

den the vnbelecuer againſt any croſſes 

and bitterneſlſe ; that they will refuſe 

no paine to goe to hell? and ſhall nor 

the Lords owne ordinances and true 
religion carry fo much power with 
 themas to bring thoſe who profeſſe 
them-ſelues his people out of /their 
um to knowe the right waye to 


RE I, 

- Fourthly what doth: this heauitiefſe- 

ynto theſe ordinances argue but hearts 

out of heart with the beſt defires? for 
what we lotic and defire,no paines ſees 

meth painfullfor ic. Mariy of thefe. ſame 

perſons will bee well content to toyle 
day. by day , fare hard, breake their 
fleepe,cate the bread of carefulnefſe; & 
all to lay alittle money and wealth ro= 
pether .; and ſorne-times-they ſcarce 
NG for whome. { and-yet. all this 


aines-from day today, is but a plea- 
Lice vnto:them,, becauſe'their' hearts. - + |, 
and affeQions are carryed yntoand ſect _ 4 
ypon-.things below. In like manner : 
did the loue of God and Chriſt take 
vp the heart of any man ( ag euery: 
member of the true Church is ficke of «© 
this loue } the fweertnefſe of the exers * 
ciſes of religion, ia which it 'is more 
and miore. conueyed into belecuing 

ſoules, would bee ſweeter then wine * 
thatis, then moſt taſtefull outward de» 
lights;:-Nay this loue would ſhew it 
ſclfe ftronger then death ; nothing Cant. 8.6, 
but- deathy (if death-irfelfe) can diſs 
folue it 5 -much wateri cannor quench 
it, many floods cannot -drowne it's 
61041] I _rha? 
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=_ 
thatis; Many croſſes, afflitions, tris 
alls cannor vererly 'ouer-come or ex 
tingniſh it, Yea a mans whole ſub= 
| Rancewill bee contemned'in regarde 
of it. This fparckle of heavenly fire 
and feruencie 'will conftraine a man, 
co-cleaue vnto the Lord. in his ordis 
nance, and groweth in time to ſuch'a 
burning defire of the gloty of God as 
is able to carry a man beyond himſelfe, 
yea cuen toconſume him ,' as Damas 
zeale - —_ houſe did 0 eg: him, 
© And would to God all ſuch ſecure 
x. aro Chriſtians would at - length beginto 
fans co fee conceive of their danger, which is fear- 
their dan - full to ſuch eycs as can behold it, For 
T- firſt, they are for the preſent deſtitute 
of the ſpiric of God, and fo of all ſas 
uing graces . and lye vnder a fearefull 
damnation. Which truth is euident, in 
that whereſocucr the ſpirit of God dee 
lighteth ro dwell , there hee ftirreth 
vp the heart to ſome good meaſure of 
cheerefulneſle in well-dooing,and kee= 
perth ir in. a readineſſe , and prteparede 
neſſe ro eucry good worke. For the'of= 
fice of the ſpiric is not onely to enligh= 
ecn the cyc of the ſoulc,that ir = # 
> (©) 


1 from the pureworhip of Gbd, as hee 


wrs 


Hold the beauties of Gods houſe,which 
it could never prie into befote : bural 
foto worke the will,and' make it of vn 


willing a willing wil.So as ifbefore the" 


preſence of the ſpirit aman were as loth 
 toheare;pray,read',' as a Beareto the 
ſtakez now he'is changed by that ſpirit 
which wiltnot be idle:andj js become a 
man wanting often power andabilities, 
bur to wilthat which is'good is preſent 
with him+ the reaſonings' of the fleſh, 

are partly ſubdued : the vnreadinefſe 
which foiled his ood duties before is 
 inpartfoiled, & according; toithe mea- 
ſure; of knowledge: and! faith , is the 
meaſire of his obedience.daily increa- 
ſed: which things whoſotuer: hee: bee 
that findeth ithem norin'himſelfe, hee 
hath not the ſpirit of Chriſt, and con- 


ſequentlyis none of! his: 104 


-2.Theyare:leadby the _ bf fatto 


þ ao _ inthe hearts'of the diſobe- 
dient; ra any icie cir is by-this 
very perſwaſion of eaſe }r6 keepeſuch 


would Thake: feruiceable;ih all mans 
teauſneſſe ,: When the 


I 2 they 


mnded' all Ifraell that. 
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they- ſhould appeare before him ts 
worſhip him in ſpir 


ment, which indeed turned to the cor- 
tuption of all theten tribes with moſt 
horrible idolatrie, He pirries the paines 
of the people; and it is tos muth for 
Jourto goe vp to Jeruſalem. It is a more 
eafie courle. and. cutte to make two 
Calues, and ſer vp oneat Da», and ar 
other at Bethel, and werſhip there. By 
this argument dtawne fromtheir eaſe, 
hee wonne all the people of God from 


| their allegeance and ſeruice of theit 


true GOD, to the worſhip of two 
Calues : and yet all was but out of 
pollicie ; for hec feared if the people 
ſhould goe to Ternuſalem to worſhip , that 


their heafts would bee turned to their 


LORD een to Rehoboam . Even 
ſo the Diucl!! hauirig taken captiue 
vnder his power fuch as. are wilful- 
tye departed from G © D , hath no 
Waye to keepe them ynder his gir- 
dle , but by keeping them from ſas 


Ds" 


it and truth at /erw- 
ſale: the diuell deuiſed a'tricke, of 
1.King.12, which hee made [eroboams his inftru- 


the holy aſſemblies , and ioyne with 
other of the people of GOD inthe 


word , prayer and Sacraments, that by - 


this meanes they would returne to 
their naturall Lord. And therefore hee 
dayly ſuggeſteth and perſwadeth them 
to fauour them-ſclues , it is too great 
paines to goe to Church, you can pray 
at home, read at home, goe ſome time 
to Church to auoyde danger of lawe, 
and reproche of men,and itis enough, 
And as hee then prevailed , that he 
people went exen to Dan , ſo at this day, 
a'number make Chappels of eaſe of 
their owne houſes ; others can pray 
as well ( as their horſes 1 had like to 
haue ſayd, but) on their horſe backes, 
aSin the-Church, whom for my part I 
can eahily belecue, 
3. They have a ſeale of perdition 
wo them, whoſoeuer forſake carcleſly 
_ the aſſemblies of Gods on here in 
earth , they ſhall certainely bee ſepera- 
ted from them,when too late they ſhal 


wiſh they had been wiſer then to haue 
accounted their wayes fooliſh. Let vs 
zot forſake our. fekowſhip as the manner 
of ſome is, ſaith the holy Apoltle. 
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Why what danger 'is: there now and 
then'to keepe from Church; Thope we 
may bee good Chriſtians ſor all that ? 
The Apoftle'tells vs areaſon, becauſe 
Verſe.39. this is 4 with-drawing of our ſelues to 
 peraition, It is to walke in the high 
waye to deſtruction .”- And indeede 
what other can ſuch ſworne eni:nies 
.of Chriſt looke for , when cold Chri- 
Nians are ſent away with; ſuch colde 
comforte euen from the dooing of 
thoſe duties, which the- other eyther 
negle& or contemne ? for if. the Lord 
threatneth his people , that although 
they might ſcrue him in ſome out- 
ward ſcemely ſorte , yet if they did 
" Deut, 28, #t not with cheerefubeeſſ » and a good 
47% heart , they ſhould ſerue their enemies : 
if ſuch ſhall bee ſent away with a 
curſſe on” their heads, can ſuch as 
will neither haue part nor fellowſbip 
in this buſineſſe, eucr looke to bee 
heyres of bleſſing ? Let them repent 
therefore of theſe their wickedneſſe, 
and praye G O D, that if it bee poſ- 
ſible , the thought of their hearts may 
bee forginen them. OY 
Laſtly, what paines takeſt thou 
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here but for thine owneprofit thinke 


not that thy godlinefſe benefirech 
GOD , bur thy. owne ſelfe - as thy 
Atheiſme hurte;/h not him bur thy 


owne ſoule . Thou hereby bringeſt nut God: 


thy ſelfe where thou mayeſt beholde 
the face of thy G OD , whereby thy 


paines is plentiful'y returned. withre' | 


compence, This face of God when ir 


was yet vayled, did fo draw the hearrs 


of ancient belecuers, that neither dis 
ance of place, nor difhcultie of way, 
nortediouſneſſe of weather,nor weake 
n<{ſe or -wearinefſe of -body could 
with-holde them from the beholding 
of in the place where hee had pur his 
name. | 


And-is the fight of the face of 


the Lord ſo happilye vncouered- in 
our Minifteric , not worth the paines 
of looking vpon? thy paines- in this 
behalfe may entitle thee to: all the 
priuiledges of Gods people before 


ſeckeſt(if thou fo ſeeke him ashee is 
found of thee ) hee is-libcrall and los 
uinginough to makethy cup torunne 
I 4 QUEer 


—  —— —  —— UM _—_ 


Thy paineg 
inrelp1cg 
profi eth 


thy lelfe, 


mentioned. Andifthoſe were not in- 


ou for thee, yet the God whom thou - © 
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ety aboue all that wee 
Hhaue ſpoken or can thinke , and 
though all thy ſeruice is but dutie 
and farre ynder that, yetthe LORD 
will not take thy labour for naughr, 
Hee challengeth the ſeruants ' in his 
Temple , whether. euer any of them 
Mala<.1:10-did fo muchas open the doores, or 
| * Kindle a fire: for ſacrifice. freely and 
without wages pno- hee allowed them 
liberallye for ſuch wvnder- ſeruices, 
How then may wee thinke will hee 
requite ſuch as are continually about 
him in his eye, and fill behold his 
face in the preſence-Chamber of his 
Church ? ; F 
 Thelatrer forte, which is alſo the laſt 
of which wee propounded to ſpeake, 
are timerous and fearcfull Chriſtians, 
who thinke it better ſleeping in 3 
ſound skinne, then in' a found 'conſci- 
ence : and becaufe this diligent fre. 
quenting of the Church, which we call 
. them vnto /, is not -without oo re- 
Ob. proche among the prophane and wice 
/ wry of the woatrld wing lothe to 
= their warme hands out- of thetr 
boſome to. ſette to this Ploughe. 
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They will not in ſuch a way 45 men cot Timerous 
bereſiczor Preciſenes ſerue the God of & fearfull 
their fathers , they will keepe an een proteiiams 
courſe anda good report while they 
haue it , and Sermon-gadders', and 
Sermon-mongers they will not bee 
counted. NG OO IN | 
- eAnſ, Weerevnto Tanſwer that as it 
' is hot 2miſſe to caft our coſtes- afores 
hand,” yet muſt wee ſo lay our counters 
as that we defiſt nor from building vp- 
pon our foundation : & in caſting theic 
coſtes: wee cannot fay that this courſe 
15 exempted from reproch : Nay ſecing 
Satans mallice is no whit abated nei- 
ther in him-ſclfe;nor in his inftruments, 
wee affirme that there cannot a childe 
ſo {faone be borne intothe Church, but 
the Dragon ſtangeth before the woman 
go bee delinered, ta denoure her childe ſa 
ſoone as ener it is brought forth : and if 
he cannot do that , he cafteth oxt of hrs Rev, 12.4« 
pouth water like a flood, that ſhe might 16." © 
bee carryed away. of the flood. Burt yet | 
the comfort is they are the rebukesof Heb, 17: 
of Chriſt, both becauſe they are vrtered ? DE 
| againft him: hee accounteth them as a= *' 
gainſt himſelf & he helpeth his ſeruanrs 
Wy | ro 
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fexre, 


bee contented with abaſement for his 
fake ; thatif any A£:chalſhall mocke 
thee in thy reioycing before the [Lord 


T22 

to beare them, becomimeth a porter put? 
ting vnder his ſhoulder, as alſo diſbur- 
deneth no lefle diſpleaſure againſt thg 
then if they were done againſt his own 
perſon.” And this:is rather a matter 
of reioycing, to partake of ( brifts ſuſfe- 
rings yea, it is a peeceof the. bleſſed» 
weſſe of Chriſtians to ſuffer for well daing 
ard to bee railed wppen for Chriſtes' 


ſcke : And therefore a Chriſtian muſt 


with eAoyſes efteeme theſe rebukes of 
Chriſt his greateſt riches,althoughhee 
hadde the treaſures of a Kingdome 
before himzelſe will hee neuer bee able 
to hold out vnto the end of his ſaluati- 
on : Neuer therefore profeſle the name 
of Chriſt into which thou art baptized, 
if thou beeſt aſhamed of it before men, 
neuer profeſle loue to Chriſt any longs 
er, if thou canſt not indure a word fr 
his ſake; neuer profeſle,lo faſt to cleaue 
ynto him that thou wilt rather die 
with him then deny him, if thou bceſt 
affraid of euery damoſels ſpeach, putte 
on hiemility of heart that thou  maiſt 


thou 


x23. 
thou maift reſolue that thou wilt yer 
bee more vilde; indure more laſhes of | 
the tongue , and more forrowesthen 
ſve, if GOD call thee vntoit , ras 
ther then mifle of ſuch:comfortes and 
matter of true ioy.as before the Lord 
_ thou maiſt meete withall;- And pray 
for courage: and reſolution to hold 
thee ' on, vndaunted | in: thy godly 
courſe, And 'fecing ' thou maiſt bee 
bolde ſo long: as thou haſte'a good 
cauſe and a good conſcience, putte on Nehem, 6. 
the ſpirit of that worthy. Nehemiah. 0-15 
When hec had a prophecy :(:though a | 
falſc one ) that if hee did not take the 
Temple for his ſanftuary 'thar night; 
the enemies would come'and ſlay him: 
his. anſwer was: ſhoulde ſuchia man as 
I flee? who is hee that .beeing as 1 am 
would gas into the Temple to line? I will 
vot Yoein. So ſhould ſuch a man as I. 
who profeſle the Ghoſpel , who haue 
giuen my name to Chriſt, who knowe 
the Commaundement of G OD, and 
that this. is the beaten way to hea» 
uen ; troden' by all ſuch: feete as cuer 
walked in faith and obedience; ſhould 
ſuch a one as[ forſake the: _— 
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_ of Gods peeple? And that for the blaſts 
of ſuch as are of fatans finogegue: |, 
If it ſtood yppon my whole eftate , my 
liberty,and lofle of life it ſelfe, I would 
not doe it. I now whatſocuer men ac- 
coumpt of mee whoſe corrupt iudge« 
ts would condemn even the inno- 
cency of Chriſt him-ſelfe if hee liued a- 
aine ypon the earth,if hee ſhould bee 
ligent at Sermons, yet ſeeing F Lord 
hath honoured mee ſo highly as to be- 
come one ofhis houſhold: ; and ſeeing 
his word doth iuſtifie my waies & my 
dilligence in his houfe, I am at apoynt, 
Jcare not what man canfſay,] feare no- 
thing kee can dope againſt me. I hauc a 
foule to ſaue,I muſt looke to thar, 
Reioxce 3-Yfe.Ifourhearts delight be in theſe 
that others afſemblies,then wee cannot bur breake 
iioy theſe our into the praiſe of God where cuer 
I'beries ve ſce theſe ordinances eſtabliſhed: we | 
with vs, cannot but reioyce when others inioy 
them with vs as becing the meanes by 
which men are redeemed vnto. God , and 
made Kinges and Prieftes unto him, It 
Daxid were aliue againe he would lead 
vs ioifully to Church.Of whom we ne- 
ver read that he danced but before - 
| Arks 
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Atke, The Communion of Saints can= / 
not but cauſe: and raize our hearty re- | 
T 3 $ | $4 4 | | 
"wy fot the greateſt good which " 
Tan befall the Church. —_ | 
Now what is y greateſt bleſſedneffe 
that God him: ſeife can eithet promiſe | 
or performe to the ſonhes of men liujng 
in carth?ſurely euen this.zo ſer his tabers 
nacle amongſt men,to dwell! with them;& Leu,u6, | 
become their God. This is the Knitting 11.4% | 
vppe of all his mercies, | R 


| —_ But what fpeake 1 ofthe Saicts ypon 
earth,ſeeing the Saints in heauen make @oÞ_ | 
it the matter of their heauenly ſonges, | 
that our of all kindreds and tongues, Reu,5, 9s 
and people,and nations,men are redees WT 


med vato God. Doſt thou ſee the de- 4 
folate haze children as well as the mar- 1 
red wife ? Doſt thou ſee the truth of the 
© hurth inlargea? (ceft thou } contries of ia, $4.24 © 
hir habitatio ſpred our?Perceiueſt Y the 


3ncreaſe of her on the right hand and on | 
the left ? Examine here whether thy 
heart breaketh forth into- holy reioy+ ; 


cings;inthat the barres are pur into the 
tings of the EY the gloryof 


the Lord, after a ſore walketh amongſt | 
his people ; in that heauenis filling a- | 
pace } 

| o 
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- ſus Chriſt haftneth forthe final redemp- 
tion of his body, Tilthou findeſt this Þ 
haſtnot found that aftetis of the Pro- 
phet heere commended yuto thee, // 

| 2 2, The: truth of this affeRtion will 

| » Callothers make vs call others to haue their parts © 

herevnto .. with vs 1n theſe priviledges, The Pros 

$2.4, = Dawid though he was a King yet 

Pal. 2.2.1, became ſuch an humble: companion of 
all them thar feared the Lord, rhat hee 
thoughtir no diſgrace to bee called by 
his people toy Tabernacle, Some great 

Kings would haue thought it no great 

pollicy to have giuen anſwer to ſuch 

popular motions:orif hee had ſeene his 
people go, it were ynough as for hims 

_ _ ſelfche might haue greater mattets:in 

-_ © hand. But ochhow doth religion beate- 
downe high conceits. ! And--maketh 
euen Kings take the Kingdome of God. 

hke little children ? Daxid diſdained x 

not, but rcieiced when they ſaid to hin 

Come let ws go tothe houſe of the Lord, 

Heloſt no' henor;' no:it was his trueft 4# 

honor in the cies of God, and hearts of j} ot 

his people; y-he gaue them contentmet 
incouragement, in ſuch an honora- 


ble 
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ble motion as y was, Faith inthe heart 

will nor ſo retire ir.ſelfe , but it will bee | 
' Kindling,& calling on others:whence it | 
Is that wereadinſo many places of the 


Prophers,y when-people are conuerted | 
Foy faith, theſe voices ſhould be ſoit» | 
 dedfromthe.Up ct ws go & pray before eo | 
the Lord & [ekthe Lord of Wks we rg 
go alſo: And ,vp let vs goto the mountaine Micca,qle 
of che'L ord, tothe bouſe of the God of Tas ; 
cob.& he wil teach vs bis water, and wee | 
wil walk in his paths:bur eſpecially it fote 11 nar. 1 
cethys to bring 'our own families care- fanyly, | 
fully to } place of worſhip, as thoſe for | 
whom we muſt bee more countable: it | 
bringeth vs co yholy reſolucion of ſoſbs 
aa:chat alrhough none wil ioin with vs 
in ſuch waies;let them at thcir perill do 
as feemeth them good : our ſclues and 
our houſholds wil ſcrue the Lord... 

| (7 4: If ourchief delight bein the A meane | 
aſſemblies of 'Gods'people , then wee <ftate with * 
catinot bur prefer ameane outward ef *®*{* - oo ER. 
rate with the fruition of the exerciſes _ 
of religion beforea' wealthy:and(glo» bef.re a 
Þ cious eond:tis in the want of them : as beiter with 
| our Prophethere preferred thermeaneſt outraem, | 
office,cuen of doore:keepers, ho were 
cobefit, & latin y rabernacle,before 

bs a glorious 
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ag otious and caſielife inthe Pailaces 
the mighty in which hee ſhould bee 
Fr. ci omthe paces of Gods wor- 
on: Euen ſo whoſoetter would catry. 
an heatt as Naujd.(who was a wer 
rrooeneg vnto the Lords owne heart) 
muſt eſtecme of | a poore life vnder 4 
powerfull Miniſtry , more happy and 
comfortable then 2 rich condition in 
places of ignorance - Which want-the 
meanes of their ſpiritual conſolation, 
Aoyſes was of this minde he would fa= 
ther ſuffet (aduerfit ny, want, reptoch, J 
with thepeople of G OD, then inioy_ 
the treafurcs of Egypt by fotfaking 
them. 

It was alſo alwaies a 'mark O fF people 
of God  tofollow him into the places 
of his true worſhippe, where hee went 
before. If in Sh; ;if in Teruſalene;thi- 
ther do all the Tribes reparre , enenfuth 


2 Chrog 11,45 ſet their face to ſecke the Lord. Bur 


16, 


how do men proclaime that this reioy> 


ling neuer entred intotheir hearts, who 


with Lot chuſe Sodors before Cara 
ar,and delight rather in the Mountains 
of Samaria then in S:0z hil which in« 


deed is the fruirfull part of the earth? 
Some 


1239 
Some chooſe habitations for friends, 

«|| &yre, waters, woods, walkes, fruitfuls 
neſſe, and ſome other ſpeciall commo- 
dities, and hence commend them and 
there ſeate themſelues and ſet downe 
their ſtaffe, alchough Gods habitation | 
be not there : the Miniftrie is counted | 
as an hang-by : if that bee there they 
count ir nener the better; if it be abſent 
it is neuer a whit the worlſe , they care 
bur alittle too hue in the common ayre | 
of Gods people , the familiaritie of | 

Gods friends, the pleaſures of Gods | 
houſe, the ſweete fruites of the ſpirit of | 
God are not enquired after, nor taſted. | 
Others tetaine to atheiſts, ſcorners, pa- ; | 

its;ſwearers, and if Petey can warme = 

himſclfe ftill by Camphas fire hee can 

ſweare and fortweare as they doe. They 

neuer aske themſelues that queſtion | 
which the Lord asked Ehah What dooft ,,xing.1g, 

thou here Eliah ? they ſay not, what doe g, E 

T here in this caue? this is not a place 

where | ſhould bee, to live where the Reu, 2. 13, 

Dinell awelleth,or where God dyelleth 

not: they heare not the Lords yoyce 

ſpeaking to them as vnto E/iah. Yp, ger 

thee to Sarepta; 1 hane appointed there 1Kin,1 7.9 

K one 


7 LOL 5 


q 
OO ON EO GE TINEA APE FR 


ane to feed thee : They are well contenx 


ro be fed by Rauens fill, But hereisg | > 


fearefull brand ypon/ſuch who ate con-+ 
rented to make exchange of heayen for 


- earth, and haue refolued that rhey will 


be gainers in the world, though it bee 
£0 = lofe of their ſfoules, Whoſoeuer 


therfore thou art,Þ haſt any care of thy 


foule ; neuer liue if it be poſſible ynder 
an idoll, but where the worde is ſ{etled, 
and the minifſtery duly diſcharged. Bu 
the truth whatſoeuer it coſt, yea with 
the laſle of many outward things: be a 
meanes to thy abilitie to procure a 
Randing Miniftry to thy ſelfe & thine: 
what comfort couldſt thou haue to liue 


and dwell in a wilderneſſe among wild 


beaſts,withour men,or other comforts, 


in ſuch 2 barren ſoile as no paines can 


ouer-come the inuincible ſtifnefſe of 
the ground? and yet in ſuch a place 
Were it more obs for a godly 
heart to liue , then amongſt a wicked 
people wanting meanes of grace and 
inſtruction. And if thou wouldtdwell 
in the louclic part of the earth; chooſe 
ſuch a place as which the Lord hath 
choſen to manifeſt his preſence in , and 
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 Wherein hee hath ſer his tabernacle, 
The tribe of Beniamin wasof all the 
tribes the beloned of the Lord,as Benia- ang _ 
9111 himſelfe was the deareſt to his fa- 
ther. But whercin conſiſted this loueli. [= 
_ neſle ?in this,that the Lord ſhould dwell © 
 betweene his ſhoulders . In which Qeta- 
phor the whole poſſeſſhon of Beniamin 
is compared to a body ; and the metro- . 
puns; which was Jeruſalem , tothe 
cad ſet betweene ewo ſhoulders , in 
which the Lord delighted ro dwell. If 
| any place therefore in carth ſhould 
draw our affe&tions aboue others, it is 
that in which the Lord in his ordinan- 
ces draweth neareſt vnto ys :and if our 
delights bee in the places where the 
Lord delighteth nor to ſhew thepre- 
ſence of his grace, our aftetions come 
fhort of our example here commended 
ynto vs, The face of God ſhining in his 
ordinance ag Wat ati which 
we mult fay, Where thou goeſt I will 
go,tndwher En, Kms 4 
Twill awell, 
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